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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this Five-Year Recreation Plan is to enable Lincoln Charter Township to improve 

the quality of life for its citizens. A Recreation Plan represents a foundation policy statement about 

what a community is, what its residents value, and what those residents hope the community will 

become in connection with parks and recreation facilities and services. As the community has 

grown over time, the Township has recognized the importance of proper recreation planning. 

Lincoln Charter Township appreciates the significant contribution of recreation to the quality of life 

and the physical health of its citizens. This recognition has been manifested in this effort to update 

its Five Year Community Recreation Plan with the hopes of improving the existing parks, 

expanding public trails, and informing its residents of the recreational opportunities available. 

While the quality of life in the community is excellent, the Township government has chosen to 

take an active role in the delivery of recreation opportunities by completing this Five-Year 

Recreation Plan.  

Recreation planning is an exercise engaged by local and state governments and authorities to 

anticipate change, promote needed change, and control or direct recreational development in 

such a way as to benefit the entire community. It has the aim of harmonizing the available 

recreational resources and activities with the environmental, aesthetic, and cultural requirements 

of the Township. The parks and recreation plans of neighboring jurisdictions and Berrien County 

were consulted in the preparation of this document to coordinate recreation among jurisdictions.  

This Lincoln Charter Township Five-Year Recreation Plan provides a policy and decision-making 

guide regarding future improvements. Key planning issues are discussed, a clear set of goals and 

objectives are outlined, and specific implementation projects are identified. This Plan represents 

the culmination of several months of work by numerous residents and local officials. It reflects the 

community’s deep concern for the natural beauty of its surroundings and a strong commitment to 

strengthening a sense of community. The plan outlines the preferred future for parks and 

recreation and a comprehensive plan to realize it. 

The Township’s Recreation Plan was last updated in 2011 and expired in December 2015. 

General recreation planning practice suggests, and the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources (MDNR) requires that Recreation Plans be updated every five years to keep them 

current. Following the DNR’s guidelines establishes the Township’s eligibility to apply for grant 

funds that would otherwise be unavailable. The former plan reflected many current conditions and 

trends, so the effort to update it in 2022-2023 enabled the community to focus on particular issues 

and challenges rather than restrict the effort to a more general overview. 
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CHAPTER 2. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

Lincoln Charter Township is situated in the northwestern portion of Berrien County approximately 

5 miles from the cities of St. Joseph and Benton Harbor. According to the United States Census 

Bureau, the township has a total area of 18.2 square miles, of which, 17.9 square miles of it is 

land and 0.2 square miles (1.32%) is water. 

Lincoln Township adjoins Lake and Baroda Townships to the south, Royalton Township to the 

east, and St. Joseph Township to the north. The northern Township border at Maiden Lane Road 

is approximately 4 miles from the downtown of the City of St. Joseph. 

Interstate 94 passes through the western portion of the township. The Grand Mere State Park is 

centered on the three Grand Mere Lakes and is home to sand dunes that range from 3,000 to 

10,000 years old. The park lies between the Village of Stevensville and Lake Michigan. 

NATURAL FEATURES 

Agriculture is the predominant feature of the eastern and southeastern portion of the Township; 

residential or built-up land covers the central and northwestern portions; the Grand Mere area is 

in the southwestern portion of the Township. 

In addition to these prominent patterns, the Hickory Creek corridor generally bisects the Township 

into east and west halves. The valley along the creek is narrow with steep slopes in several 

locations. The soils associated with this area are very limited for development, but provide 

excellent opportunities for trails and recreation. 

Other elements of the Township’s ecological system consist of a reasonably high water table in 

its eastern and southern portions and a large muck area south of the Grand Mere Lakes. Also 

lying between the Grand Mere Lakes and the Lake Michigan shore is a two-mile stretch of sand 

dunes comprising over 500 acres. This southern sandy shore is in marked contrast to the northern 

half of the shoreline, which is characterized by steep lake bluffs, which are threatened by erosion. 

This area was created by glacial activity, shaped by weather conditions and its climate is further 

modified by the Lake Michigan effect. The lake effect modifies extreme ranges in weather and 

has created a rare biological environment containing numerous types of natural communities. 

Existing development in the area includes residential structures and a large State nature preserve. 

Numerous uses have been proposed for the Grand Mere area including sand mining, commercial 

and industrial development, residences, and open space. At present, 1,184 acres are owned by 

the State of Michigan and managed by the Department of Natural Resources as a unique area 

that is proposed to remain as open space. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_Bureau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Square_mile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_94
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Mere_State_Park
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SELECTED SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS  

In any recreation planning effort, it is helpful to review trends in population growth and key 

characteristics of the community.  

Present Population 

According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census, Lincoln Charter Township has experienced steady 

population growth from 1990 to 2020. During this period, Lincoln Charter Township’s population 

grew from 13,604 in 1990 to 14,929 in 2000, an increase of 1,325 people (see Table 1). 

Table 1. Population Change 1990-2020 

 
1990 2000 2010 2020 

% Change 

1990-2020 

Lincoln Charter Twp 13,604 13,952 14,691 14,929 9.7% 

Baroda Twp 2,731 2,880 2,801 2,835 3.8% 

Lake Charter Twp 2,487 3,148 2,972 3,316 33.3% 

Royalton Twp 3,135 3,888 4766 5,141 64% 

St. Joseph Charter Twp 9,613 10,042 10,028 9,933 3.3% 

 

In addition to the growth in Lincoln Charter Township, all of the surrounding Townships 

experienced growth during this same period of 1990-2020. With a population of nearly 15,000, 

Lincoln Township is one of the “big kids on the block.” While sometimes population growth rates 

are deceiving due to a smaller actual population, the growth experienced in Lincoln Charter 

Township and surrounding communities is still a sign of local and regional community health.  

Population Characteristics  

Figure 1 is a population pyramid for Lincoln Charter Township based on age/sex data from the 

2020 American Community Survey. Population pyramids are informative in that they show the 

proportion of males and females for each age group, and can also predict patterns and rates of 

growth in the future. For example, a population pyramid with a wide base and narrow peak  

indicates a high rate of growth as the younger residents outnumber the older residents, and it 

suggests that people are having children in greater numbers. In these cases, recreation planning 

should place more emphasis on facilities for children. Conversely, a population pyramid with a 

narrow base and a wide peak indicates a population likely to decline, as older residents who are 

nearing the end of their lives outnumber the young population, and in these cases, recreational 

facilities that are geared toward seniors should be emphasized.  

In Lincoln Township, the population pyramid is relatively even among all age groups from 0-70 

years. For recreation planning purposes, this indicates a need for the Township to provide 

facilities for people of all ages, as there is not likely to be a significant demand for one particular 

age range over another.  
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Population Projections 

The projection of the population for a community over an extended period is subject to many 

variables, such as national population trends, migration, as well as the national and regional 

economy. One significant factor affecting local population growth or decline is the availability of 

employment within a reasonable commuting distance. 

In September 2019, the State of Michigan released population projections by County through 

2045. For Berrien County, the 2045 population estimate is 157,470, which is an increase of 

approximately 3,000 residents countywide based on its 2020 population of 154,316. While this 

method assumes that Lincoln Township’s rate of growth will mirror the County, this projection 

coupled with historical patterns of growth suggests that the Township will continue to grow at a 

slow, yet relatively steady rate over the next 20-25 years.  

The demand for recreational facilities is likely to be high in the summer months, and the annual 

summer influx of tourists and the increased demand relative to short-term rentals in the Township 

may increase the demand for recreation facilities in the community.  

Disability Status 

In planning for improvements to park facilities, it is important to contemplate the needs of those 

with disabilities. The 2016-2020 American Community Survey reports that 10.7% of Berrien 

County residents under the age of 65 have a disability. The Township has continually worked to 

make its park facilities accessible to all, and these efforts will continue for the foreseeable future.

Under 5 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 14 years

15 to 19 years

20 to 24 years

25 to 29 years

30 to 34 years

35 to 39 years

40 to 44 years

45 to 49 years

50 to 54 years

55 to 59 years

60 to 64 years

65 to 69 years

70 to 74 years

75 to 79 years

80 to 84 years

85 years and over

Figure 1. Lincoln Charter Township Population 
Pyramid, 2020
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CHAPTER 3. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

This Chapter of the Recreation Plan will discuss the administration, programming, and funding for 

the Lincoln Charter Township parks & recreation facilities. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The Lincoln Charter Township Board of Trustees functions as the main governing body 

representing citizen interests for Township parks and recreation facilities. Currently the Township 

Treasurer and one of the Township Board members serve as the unofficial liaisons to the 

Township Board for all parks and recreation matters.  

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

 

PROGRAMMING 

The Township does not provide recreational programming for its park and recreation facilities. 

However, several independent entities provide social, youth-oriented, or competitive activities 

seasonally in the Township. Many of these organizations are private groups requiring fee payment 

to participate. While these entities are somewhat regional and may also schedule competitions or 

games elsewhere, they frequently utilize Lincoln Charter Township park facilities.  

These entities include: 

 Southwest Michigan Rec (SWM Rec) 

 Fresh Coast Lacrosse (LAX) 

 Lakeshore Youth Baseball and Softball Association (LYBSA) 

 Lakeshore Rocket Football (LRF) 

 Lakeshore Public Schools 

Township
Residents

Supervisor Board of
Trustees

Planning 
Commission

Department of 
Public Works

Building/Zoning 
Official

Clerk Treasurer
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 Southwest Michigan Soccer Club  

 Berrien Area Hockey Association 

MAINTENANCE 

Maintenance for the Township’s parks is provided by the Lincoln Charter Township Department 

of Public Works staff and by volunteers representing the various independent entities. In 

particular, the Youth Baseball and Soccer groups spend a lot of time and private money on the 

maintenance and upkeep of those facilities at the Township’s Lakeshore Youth Baseball & 

Softball Park and Youth Soccer Complex on Cleveland Avenue. 

CURRENT BUDGET AND FUNDING  

Lincoln Township parks and recreation activities are funded with general fund dollars; there are 

no separate millages. Additional sources of income come from various park usage fees and facility 

rental fees associated with Lakeshore Youth Baseball & Softball Park. The Township collected 

$4,000 from LYBSA, $10,000 from SWM Rec, $3,000 from LRF, and $9,000 from LAX in usage 

fees in 2022. The Township Board oversees budgeting and allocates the appropriate funding 

amount based on projected needs.  

In the 2022 fiscal budget, a total of $396,260 was budgeted for administration, general care, and 

maintenance, and $282,500 was budgeted for capital expenditures. There is currently no debt 

incurred by the Township for parks and recreation facilities. 

Additionally, the parks system receives cash donations and many hours of volunteer labor from 

youth sports programs, and support of special projects from community groups such as 

Lakeshore Rotary, the Lions Club, Lakeshore Youth Baseball and Softball, SWM Rec, and 

Lakeshore Rocket Football. 

 



 

Lincoln Charter Township  7 Five-Year Parks & Recreation Plan 2023-2027 

CHAPTER 4. RECREATION INVENTORY 

This chapter provides an inventory of recreational facilities in and surrounding the community. 

The inventory and analysis of facilities were conducted by the Township’s planning consultant 

with input from the Township staff. 

LINCOLN CHARTER TOWNSHIP PARK SYSTEM 

Lincoln Charter Township has eleven areas designated as parks within the Township. There is 

also a 12th park in the Village of Stevensville, within the Township’s boundaries. A map showing 

the general location of the Township park areas is provided on the following page. A summary of 

each park area follows. 

Glenlord Beach Park 

Glenlord Beach Park is a two-acre park located in the northwest region of the Township on Lake 

Michigan. It is located at the terminus of Glenlord Road. This land has been a park for many 

generations and a portion of the park was once known as Ball Park. The park is a large piece of 

a tall bluff overlooking Lake Michigan. The park has a port-a-jon, picnic tables, and a large parking 

lot. The park provides a scenic view of the lake although no beach access is allowed due to the 

steep slopes. 

In 2018, a stone revetment was placed to assist in protecting the bluff against erosion. A new 

concrete overlook area was installed in 2019 and improvements were made to the parking lot. In 

2020, work was done to restore eroded areas adjacent to the overlook and to further protect the 

slope. 

Rudnick Park 

Rudnick Park is a five-acre park located in the central northern region of the Township. The park 

is located on both sides of Hickory Creek with access off Glenlord Road. The park is primarily a 

natural area along the creek. There is a small gravel parking area with a rustic trail to the creek 

side. The west side of the creek is mowed, providing access to the creek for wildlife viewing, 

walking, and fishing. The park area on the east side of Hickory Creek is undeveloped. 

Lincoln Township Beach & Nature Trail 

This park provides the primary public beach access within the Township. The park is 34.4 acres 

in area with direct frontage on Lake Michigan. The park is long and linear, with an entrance drive 

off Notre Dame Road. The majority of the park has natural vegetation with sand dunes along Lake 

Michigan. Amenities include nature trails and a picnic shelter near the entrance, and an unpaved 

parking area near the beach. 

The high water levels of Lake Michigan experienced in 2017 – 2020 damaged an existing 

boardwalk, picnic area, and gravel parking lot, resulting in the need to close the beach to all but 

walk-in use. The park does not have a functioning restroom and is served by portable toilets. The 

Township desires to restore access to the beach, though firm plans are not yet in place. There is 

no water or sewer to the site. 

 



Glenlord Beach Park

Rudnick Park
Hickory

Bluff
Cemetery

Stevensville
Cemetery

Stewart
Elementary

North Lake Park

Lakeshore
Youth Baseball

and Softball 
Park

Lakeshore
High School

Lakeshore
Middle School

Community Center
Park

Roosevelt
Elementary

Lincoln Township
Fire Dept

LIN
CO

LN

WA
SH

IN
GT

ON

CL
EV

EL
AN

D

RO
OS

EV
EL

T

RE
D 

AR
RO

W

RI
DG

E
JE

RI
CH

O

DE
MO

RR
OW

ROCKY WEED

JOHN BEERS

MARQUETTE WOODS

GLENLORD

MAIDEN

RE
D A

RR
OW

LINCO

RO
OS

EV
EL

T

NO
TR

E 
DA

ME

TO
TZ

KE

LIN
CO

LN

WA
SH

IN
GT

ON

CL
EV

EL
AN

D

Grand Mere
State Park

Lincoln Township Beach
& Nature Trail

Grand

Mere

Lakes

Legend
Lakeshore Public Schools Property
Township Property
State Land
Safe Routes 2 School
Existing Sidewalks

Lincoln Charter Township
Recreation Facilties

0 3,000 6,0001,500
Feet

1 inch = 3,000 feet

´



 

Lincoln Charter Township  9 Five-Year Parks & Recreation Plan 2023-2027 

Community Center Park 

Center Park is located in the central region of the Township, adjacent to the Township Hall on 

Roosevelt Road. The park is nearly fifteen acres in size and provides active recreational facilities 

for residents. Facilities within the park include a spray park, a playground, picnic shelter with 

restrooms, two pickleball courts, two tennis courts, a beach volleyball court, a basketball court, a 

baseball diamond, a 0.3 mile walking path, and paved parking. Adjacent to the park is a 10-foot 

wide non-motorized trail that runs along South Roosevelt Road and connects to the Township 

Library and John Beers Road. 

The Township is currently developing plans to install additional parking for this popular park. 

North Lake Park 

North Lake Park is located within the Grand Mere area of the Township near Pine Street, Lake 

Street, and Pier Street Beaches. It is immediately adjacent to Grand Mere State Park and located 

on North Lake. North Lake outlets into Lake Michigan. The park is a little over six acres in size 

and provides access to a variety of natural resources. It is used by hunters for parking, picnickers, 

fishermen, boaters, and those walking to the Lake Michigan Beaches. The park has an informal 

gravel parking lot, a picnic pavilion, a restroom facility, play equipment, and a boat launch. It is a 

popular lunchtime spot for a quiet picnic, and lake and nature viewing. 

The Lakeshore Rotary has adopted this park and performs a variety of maintenance tasks and 

improvements. 

Lakeshore Youth Baseball & Softball Park, Lakeshore Rocket Football Park, and the 

Lakeshore Youth Soccer Complex 

This park is located in the southeast region of the Township at the corner of Cleveland Avenue 

and Rockey Weed Road. A total of 80 acres has been developed into this multi-sports facility.  

The north end of the park is dedicated to baseball and softball facilities. This area contains 10 

fields of various sizes from tee-ball to high school baseball and is home to the Lakeshore Youth 

Baseball and Softball Association (LYBSA). The LYBSA hosts 6 tournaments a year, bringing 

approximately 80-95 teams per tournament. They contribute approximately $30,000-40,000 a 

year to the improvement of the facilities and are the primary financial provider for capital 

improvement. They also contribute hundreds of volunteer hours. The baseball/softball area 

includes restrooms, a concession area, a small playground area, and an indoor batting/practice 

facility. Additional ADA bathrooms were added in 2022. 

South of the baseball/softball facilities is the youth football field operated by the Lakeshore 

Rocket Football Association. Completed in 2017, it includes an artificial turf game field with 

lighting and seating for 400 as well as natural turf practice fields. 

The south end of the park is also known as the Lakeshore Youth Soccer Complex and is home 

to the Southwest Michigan Soccer (SWM Rec). The complex includes fields of various sizes, a 

restroom/concession stand, a small playground, and 600 feet of non-motorized trail. The SWM 

assists in the maintenance of the facility and provides volunteer assistance and donations for 

capital improvements. Parking to the soccer area is accessed via Rockey Weed Road and 

Cleveland Avenue. The fields are also used to host 3 LAX tournaments a year, bringing in 
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approximately 60-70 teams per tournament. The Township plans to add two additional lacrosse 

fields in the coming years. 

Open Space Park 

Located along Interstate 94 is a 5½ acre triangular-shaped piece of land remaining from the 

construction of the highway. The park serves as an open green space within the Township. There 

are not any developments or facilities located in the space. 

Chicago Street Beach 

The Chicago Street Beach is located in the street right-of-way at the terminus of Chicago Street 

at Lake Michigan. The park provides public beach access to Lake Michigan. There is informal 

parking and a footpath over the dune to the beach. The total acreage of the park is approximately 

one-half acre. 

Pine Street Beach, Lake Street Beach, and Pier Street Beach  

These small public beaches are located near each other in the Grand Mere neighborhood that 

was, for many generations, family cottages. The beaches are located at platted street ends that 

end at Lake Michigan. The beaches all have informal street parking and sand pathways to the 

beach. The beaches are popular and are used all year long for public access to Lake Michigan. 

TRAILS AND PATHWAYS  

Over the last 15-20 years, the Township has made a concerted effort to build out its network of 

sidewalk and nonmotorized trails. Currently, there are sidewalks on several main roads 

throughout the Township, including portions of Red Arrow Highway (from I-94 to Glenload), 

Cleveland Avenue, (from Lakeshore High School to Glenlord), and various sections of Roosevelt, 

Marquette Woods, Glenlord, and John Beers Roads. Additionally, several residential 

developments contain sidewalks, and the Township has worked to connect its nonmotorized 

network to schools, parks, and similar places of interest. 

The Township continues to plan new sidewalks throughout the Township and extensions of its 

non-motorized network. As new developments occur, private developers are encouraged to 

consider sidewalks and pathways in the planning process. Map 1 shows the locations of sidewalks 

and trails in the Township. 

OTHER FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC  

Lakeshore Public Schools 

Stewart Elementary - Stewart Elementary has a large outdoor playground area with two 

basketball courts, play equipment with two structures, fourteen swings and two tire swings, two 

informal soccer fields, and a 6' wide walking track. Interior facilities include an elementary-sized 

gym.  

Roosevelt Elementary - Roosevelt Elementary has a large outdoor playground area with two 

basketball courts, play equipment with two structures, fourteen swings and two tire swings, three 

informal soccer fields, and one softball diamond. The school also hosts a Safety Town; a network 

of paved miniature streets, signs, signals, and intersections for children to learn about traffic 

safety. Interior facilities include an elementary-sized gym.  
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Hollywood Elementary - Hollywood Elementary has a large outdoor playground area with two 

basketball courts, and play equipment with two structures, fourteen swings, and two tire swings. 

Interior facilities include an elementary-sized gym. 

Lakeshore Middle School - Lakeshore Middle School has a large outdoor multi-purpose athletic 

field, two portable basketball courts, and four tennis courts. Interior facilities include a gym. 

Lakeshore High School - Lakeshore High School has an outdoor football stadium with a track, 

one baseball diamond, one softball diamond, and eight tennis courts. Interior facilities include two 

gymnasiums, an auditorium, a new fieldhouse, and meeting and conference rooms available for 

public meetings. 

St. Joseph Public Schools 

Upton Middle School - Located in the northeast corner of the Township, the facilities include a 

track and football field, three soccer fields, two ball diamonds, four tennis courts, an indoor 

gymnasium, and a planetarium. 

Berrien County Parks 

Lincoln Charter Township is located in Berrien County. Under the direction of the Berrien County 

Parks, and Recreation Commission, the County owns and operates a park system. None of the 

parks owned and operated by the County are located within the Township but are regionally 

available for use by Township residents. An inventory of the County Parks is given below:  

Galien River County Park Preserve – The Preserve is located in New Buffalo Township along 

the Galien River and includes a mix of upland and wetland habitats. The wetland is part of the 

New Buffalo Marsh, a Great Lakes marsh that formed along the Galien River upriver from Lake 

Michigan.  

Love Creek County Park - Love Creek is located outside of the Village of Berrien Springs and 

has 150 acres of natural vegetation. The park has six miles of hiking trails and a staffed 

interpretive center that includes parking and restrooms. Cross-country skiing is offered in the 

winter with groomed and lighted trails.  

Madeline Bertrand County Park - Madeline Bertrand County Park is located south of the City of 

Niles along the St. Joseph River. The park offers trails for hiking, bicycling, and winter cross-

country skiing, an 18-hole disc golf course, picnic shelters, an indoor lodge, restrooms, informal 

picnicking, play equipment, and parking.  

Rocky Gap County Park - Located in Benton Township, Rocky Gap County Park overlooks Lake. 

Michigan from a bluff. The park includes 1,100 feet of Lake Michigan beach frontage with a 

swimming beach and picnic facilities.  

Silver Beach County Park - Silver Beach County Park is located at the mouth of the St. Joseph 

River on Lake Michigan in the City of St. Joseph. Recreational opportunities include a Lake 

Michigan beach, beach volleyball, play equipment, a picnic pavilion, restrooms, and parking. 

Sarret Nature Center - Sarett Nature Center is a nonprofit organization. This unique nature 

center located in Berrien County, has five miles of trails meandering through its 800 acres. Its trail 

system includes boardwalks, observation platforms, and an easily accessible barrier-free 
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walkway. Trails running along the Paw Paw River bluffs provide great views of the river valley 

below. Boardwalks and observation platforms in the floodplain give an up-close look at wetland 

wildlife and habitats.  

State of Michigan Parks 

The State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources owns and operates two state parks that 

directly benefit Lincoln Charter Township. Grand Mere State Park is located in the western region 

of the Township, and Warren Dunes is located just south of the Township. 

Grand Mere State Park - Grand Mere State Park is located within Lincoln Charter Township, 

along Lake Michigan. The park encompasses 1,184 acres of land and has 5,000 lineal feet of 

Lake Michigan shoreline. The park has been designated a National Natural Landmark by the 

United States Government in 1968. The park does not have any developed facilities and is located 

adjacent to North Lake Park. 

Warren Dunes State Park - Warren Dunes is located south of the Township near the City of 

Bridgman. It is 1,600 acres in size and is located on Lake Michigan. Public facilities include 

camping, hiking, picnicking, and swimming. 

Village of Stevensville Parks 

Lions Park is located within the Village of Stevensville, which is surrounded by Lincoln Charter 

Township. It contains a dog park as well as a playground. 

City of St. Joseph Parks 

The City of St. Joseph, just north of Lincoln Township, contains several public recreational areas. 

Following is a summary of the more prominent facilities. 

Tiscornia Park - This 16-acre park with beachfront on Lake Michigan and access to the north 

pier and lighthouse has a designated swimming area, a pavilion overlooking the St Joseph River, 

and a restroom facility.  

Margret B. Upton Arboretum - The arboretum is a 2.3-acre linear park located along the south 

shoreline of the St. Joseph River. Recently a new concrete boardwalk and safety railing was built 

along the western portion of the site. The park contains numerous sculptures that are periodically 

replaced with new pieces by the Krasl Art Museum. The park also contains a walking trail, drinking 

fountain, ornamental lighting, benches, swings, and botanically identified trees. 

Whirlpool Filed/Vine Street - Whirlpool Field was recently developed with an interactive fountain 

centered within the park. Along with the fountain, there is a small pump house and concrete 

boardwalk with bench seating that bisects the park. The park has become a very popular location 

during the summer. A parking lot to the south has recently been changed to a pay-to-park lot to 

provide access and parking for the park. 

Lions Park Beach - This 17.22-acre park is located along the shoreline of Lake Michigan. Parking 

is currently free and the two existing park pavilions are always reserved during the summer 

months. The park also has a restroom facility and playground area with picnic tables and grills.  

John & Dede Howard Family Recreation Trail - This multi-use path is located along 

approximately 5 acres of city-owned land and provides accessible linkage for area residents 
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above the 60-foot tall bluff and the beachfront via a wooden bridge and accessible switchback 

ramp system. The path continues to the north through a wooded area to the west of the railroad 

tracks and then connects to Silver Beach, Whirlpool Park, and the Upton Arboretum. New 

improvements include lighting and benches. 

Lake Bluff Park - This linear park of over 7 acres in size is located along the west side of Lake 

Boulevard at the top of the approximately 60-foot bluff that runs from Park Street north. The park 

has numerous memorials and provides outstanding views of Lake Michigan, the lighthouse, and 

the newly developed Whirlpool Fountain. The mature trees and passive seating areas adjacent 

to the walk add shade and gathering areas. Throughout the summer months, the park is used for 

farmer's markets, craft shows, festivals, and many other events. The Howard band shell at the 

northern end of the park holds concerts and has been the location for many weddings. The park 

also has a newly renovated restroom facility that is accessible via a ramp. 

Lookout Park - Lookout Park is located at the south end of the St. Joseph city limits along a 

scenic overlook over Lake Michigan. The park is over 14.5 acres in size and runs for over one-

half mile in length along the west side of Lakeshore Drive. The park is strictly passive with a 

parking lot and observation platform.  

Whittlesey Park - This 2.64-acre park is the location of the John and Dede Howard Ice Arena 

with an NHL size refrigerated open-air rink under a roof. The building has a warming hut, locker 

rooms, concession, and restroom facilities. The arena is used for open recreational skating as 

well as by area hockey leagues. The park also contains a large parking lot with lighting. To the 

north of the ice arena is an open lawn area that is utilized as an informal dog run area and for 

open sports and rec program activities. 

Kiwanis Park - This park has the largest acreage (19.2) within the city limits. This park has a 

lighted ball field used by area leagues, a park shelter, restrooms, a dog park and playground 

equipment, and a large parking lot. The park is also the location of the John and Dede Howard 

Skate Park. This facility contains above-ground ramps, grind rails, and other similar facilities.  

Riverview Park - This 107-acre park is owned by the City of St Joseph and located within St 

Joseph Charter Township adjacent to the St Joseph River. The park is more natural in appearance 

and character and contains a lodge and two shelters. The park also has many picnic tables and 

grills scattered throughout. There are two ball fields. The lighted baseball field has a concession 

stand, bleacher seating with an accessible ramp system, a drinking fountain, and landscaping. 

There is also a boat launch with parking for boat trailers.  

West Basin Marina - This City-owned marina is located at 273 Marina Drive and has 94 total 

slips, 74 seasonal and 20 transient, ranging from 30 to 50 feet in length. West Basin Marina has 

a convenient location just inside the pierheads (no bridges), one block from the public beach at 

Tiscornia Park and next to the St. Joseph River Yacht Club. 

PRIVATE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES  

Lincoln Charter Township, the City of St. Joseph, and the surrounding areas provide numerous 

private opportunities for recreational pursuits and activities. A listing of these service providers 

can be found by contacting St. Joseph Today and/or the Southwestern Michigan Tourist Council. 
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RECREATION PROGRAMS 

Lakeshore Youth Baseball & Softball Association 

The Lakeshore Youth Baseball & Softball Association is a non-profit volunteer-based association 

that provides baseball and softball leagues for area youth from tee-ball up through recreational 

teenage leagues.  

Southwest Michigan Rec (SWM Rec) 

SWM Rec is a non-profit soccer association that provides youth soccer programs for both boys 

and girls of all ages.  

Lakeshore Rocket Football Association 

The Lakeshore Rocket Football Association provides youth football and cheerleading programs 

for youth ages eight to twelve years of age. The Association is a non-profit association. 

Southwest Michigan Select Soccer Program 

The Southwest Michigan Select Soccer Program is a competitive soccer program offered for both 

male and female youth. 

ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

Federal and State laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of physical ability in connection with 

recreational facilities owned by the Township. Developed park facilities must comply with barrier-

free design standards. Public facilities in Lincoln Charter Township have been critiqued to 

understand the need for improvements relating to barrier-free accessibility. The ranking system 

suggested by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Guidelines (2021) was used to 

evaluate the parks. The ranking system ranges from 1 to 5 and is described as follows: 

1. None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

2. Some of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

3. Most of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

4. The entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

5. The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design 

Each of the parks was evaluated using the ranking system. The specific elements considered 

include parking, paths to travel from parking to activity areas, activity areas, support facilities such 

as restrooms and surfacing. 

In addition, as park development is considered in the future, barrier-free accessibility is a 

significant priority item to help ensure that recreation can be enjoyed by all residents and visitors 

of Lincoln Township. The community is devoted to this effort.  
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Lincoln Charter Township 

Accessibility Assessment 

Park Assessment Summary 

Glenlord Beach Park 3 
The parking lot, restrooms, and overlooks 
are accessible.  

Rudnick Park 1 
Use is primarily hiking and nature viewing 
with rustic, improved facilities 

Lincoln Township Beach and Nature Trail 1 
Access, parking areas, and beach are 
unpaved. 

Community Center Park 3 Most amenities are accessible 

North Lake Park 2 

Use is primarily hiking and nature viewing. 
Bathrooms have been improved and 
cement paths have been added for 
handicap accessibility. 

Lakeshore Youth Baseball & Softball, 
Rocket Football, and the Lakeshore 
Youth Soccer Complex 

3 Most amenities are accessible 

Open Space Park n/a Undeveloped land 

Chicago Street Beech n/a 
Used for informal access to Lake 
Michigan; there are no designated parking 
areas or other amenities. 

Pine/Lake/Pier Street Beaches n/a 
Used for informal access to Lake 
Michigan; there are no designated parking 
areas or other amenities. 

 

GRANT-ASSISTED PROJECTS 

Lincoln Charter Township has received four grants from the DNR, which are described below: 

1. In 1990, the Township received an $81,000 trust fund development grant for work at the 

Lincoln Township Beach (Project 90-129). The project consisted of the construction of 

removable beach stairs, boardwalks, picnic areas, landscaping, three gazebos, and a 

restroom building with a pump out.  

2. In 1991 the Township received a recreation bond fund grant for $72,000 for the 

development of four ballfields, expanded parking, the installation of fencing, and dugouts 

at the Lakeshore Youth Ball Park.  

3. The Lakeshore Youth Soccer Park received a recreation bond fund grant in 1995 for 

$151,200 for the construction of six soccer fields, drainage and irrigation systems, a 

pavilion, a parking lot, and play areas. 

4. Most recently, in 2011 the Township received a grant for work at North Lake Park. This 

included a six-foot-wide wetland boardwalk and viewing deck, signs, a handicapped drive 

and parking area, a barrier-free fishing platform/path, upgraded restrooms, a boat ramp, 

site amenities, utility lines, and six-foot-wide accessible paths.
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CHAPTER 5. PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 

PLANNING METHODS 

Lincoln Charter Township utilized a systems approach to planning. This approach identifies local 

issues, priorities, and levels of service that can be determined via a community survey to inform 

the planning process.  

COMMUNITY OPINION SURVEY 

The Lincoln Charter Township Park and Recreation Plan was initiated to provide direction for 

future Township Park projects, administration, and ongoing operation and maintenance. The 

timetable for review and approval began in October 2022 and ended with adoption of the plan in 

early 2023. Community input was gathered through the issuance of an online community survey 

to the public. The survey was publicized through the Township website, social media accounts, 

and other means. A total of 443 people completed the survey by its deadline of November 25, 

2022. The results of the survey, along with local input, aided the Township in developing the Goals 

and Objectives (Chapter 6) and the Action Plan (Chapter 7) of this Plan. 

SURVEY RESULTS 

Selected results are provided below, and the complete results are provided in Appendix __. 

 

 

Myself Another adult
in the

household

Children Our whole
family

No one in my
household
uses parks

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Figure 2. Who in your household is the most 
active user of parks?
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30.00%

40.00%
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Figure 3. Which of the following benefits of parks and recreation are 
most important to you? (Please select your TOP THREE)

Developing
new parks and

facilities

Maintaining
existing park

Acquiring land
for future

parks

Increasing
accessibility

for all abilities

Developing a
trail system

Preserving
natural areas

Figure 4. How important are the following in improving the 
park and recreation facilities in Lincoln Charter 

Township?

Very
Important

Not
Important
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Yes Maybe No No opinion
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50.00%
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Figure 5. Would you or anyone in your household benefit from 
the addition of parks, trails, and/or recreation facilities in 

Lincoln Charter Township?
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Figure 6. How often do you use the following Lincoln Charter 
Township parks?

Frequently (once a week or
more)

Often (2-3 times a month)

Sometimes (a few times each
year)

Rarely (less than once a year)

Never
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0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

Figure 7. Which groups do you feel are under-served by current 
recreation services and amenities? Please check all that apply.

Paved, multi-use paths
for biking, walking,

rolling, strollers (asphalt)

Trails that connect to a
regional trail system

Non-paved, natural
surface trails (gravel,

dirt, etc.)

Water trails
(canoe/kayak)

Motorized trails
(snowmobile, four

wheeler, etc.)

Figure 8. If the Township were to build additional trails, how 
should the different types be prioritized?

High
Priority

Low
Priority
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PLANNING IMPLICATIONS 

 Most survey respondents indicated that “our whole family” uses parks, which suggests a 

high level of park participation among all age ranges (see Fig 2). This also is reflected by 

the idea that most respondents indicated that they felt the entire community is adequately 

served by parks and recreation facilities (see Fig 7). 

 The popularity of athletic facilities in the Township is reflected by question 5, in which more 

than 70% of respondents indicated that the provision of athletic space and opportunities 

was the most important benefit of parks and recreation. In addition, opportunities to enjoy 

nature and improving health and wellness were seen as top benefits by most respondents 

(see Fig 3). 

 Figures 8 and 9 above illustrate continued support for the Township’s efforts to build non-

motorized transportation facilities. 

 

 

0.00%
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Figure 9. What parks and recreation amenities, facilities, and services 
are most important to your household? (Please select your TOP FIVE)
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CHAPTER 6. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The result of the public input survey, specific park Master Planning efforts, the analysis of public 

facilities, and the application of local knowledge is a collection of broad goal statements, each 

supported by more specific objectives. This 5-Year Recreation Plan is founded on the policies 

outlined in these statements. The goals are intended to describe the state of the Township within 

the next five years or more. They are intentionally general but are thought to be attainable through 

concerted effort and cooperation by a multitude of entities. The objectives are more detailed and 

may be thought of as milestones in the journey to achieving the goal.  

GOAL 1. Lincoln Charter Township will provide a formal structure for parks & recreation 

planning, operation/maintenance, and capital improvements. 

Objectives: 

1. Develop a clear chain of command for organizing park planning, maintenance, and capital 

improvements. Delegate responsibility to staff as necessary. Establish regular 

planning/review meetings. Obtain approval from Township Board. 

2. Re-confirm roles for Parks Advisory Committee and establish regular meeting dates. 

3. Provide monthly reporting to Township Board on park activities. 

4. Maintain active inventory of park facilities and operation/maintenance needs. 

5. Develop a plan for pursuing short and long-term facility capital improvements. 

GOAL 2. The citizens of Lincoln Charter Township will be regularly informed about the 

Township’s recreational facilities and programs to encourage their use and input. 

Objectives: 

1. Frequently update and enhance Lincoln Charter Township’s website and social media 

accounts to keep citizens up to date on park and recreation matters. 

2. Develop park facility summary newsletter. 

3. Place signs at each park with a map that shows master-planned activities and provides 

contact information for input. 

4. Schedule periodic park open house days to encourage education and participation 

GOAL 3. Lincoln Charter Township will optimize existing park facilities, maintaining and 

improving as necessary to meet the needs of Township residents. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. Develop an ongoing planning process with a built-in procedure for receiving public input and 

evaluation of recreation opportunities. 

2. Regularly inspect and repair park amenities to ensure that existing park facilities are preserved 

and well-maintained through adequate and appropriate maintenance, and remain suitable for 

future improvements and expansion, where feasible. 



 

Lincoln Charter Township  22 Five-Year Parks & Recreation Plan 2023-2027 

GOAL 4  Lincoln Charter Township will continue to pursue a network of sidewalks and 

non-motorized trails to provide safe, inviting, and non-intrusive connections to 

recreational facilities, commercial districts, and school areas. 

Objectives: 

1. Develop cost estimates and pursue interests for sidewalk along Washington Ave. from 

Marquette Woods to John Beers. 

2. Complete masterplan for extension of non-motorized trail on Roosevelt & Marquette 

Woods Road. 

3. Identify potential projects for MNRTF and/or MDOT TAP grant funding. 

4. Explore opportunities to complete gaps in the Township’s non-motorized trail network and 

connect to existing or planned regional non-motorized trail systems, where feasible.  

GOAL 5 Lincoln Charter Township residents will be served with accessible and 

plentiful parkland that offers a variety of recreational opportunities for all ages and 

abilities.  

Objectives:  

1. Retain, and where appropriate acquire, land and facilities for a variety of passive and 

active recreation uses that accommodate different age groups, primarily locating new 

facilities in areas lacking parkland and near population concentrations.  

2. Encourage or require developers to create pocket parks or natural areas in future 

residential developments in higher-density areas of the Township.  

3. At a minimum, design park and recreation facilities in compliance with ADA requirements 

and strive to achieve universal design.  

4. Ensure that existing park facilities are preserved and well-maintained through adequate 

and appropriate maintenance, and remain suitable for future improvements.  

5. Install wayfinding signage in Township parks and along trails to inform, orient, and provide 

a sense of place for those visiting parks and recreation areas. 

GOAL 6 Lincoln Charter Township will continue collaboration with neighboring 

communities and the school district and be a leader in improving and expanding 

recreational opportunities for residents of the Township and region.  

1. Explore joint approaches to meet the recreational needs of the Township’s population. 

2. Coordinate parks and recreation planning efforts between the Township, Village of 

Stevensville, local schools, and residents to ensure all entities play an inclusive role in the 

parks and recreation planning and prioritization process. 
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CHAPTER 7. ACTION PROGRAM 

Lincoln Charter Township has prepared the following Action Program, based on a review of the 

existing facilities and input from user groups to address the goals and objectives developed in 

this planning process.  

The Action Program does not supplant the goals and objectives but should be used in conjunction 

with the goals and objectives. Many of the goals and objectives presented may be long-term in 

nature, and in many instances, entities in addition to Lincoln Charter Township will need to 

cooperate to fully implement them. The Action Program recognizes this and proposes a 

reasonable timeframe based on public priorities. Additionally, cost estimates and implementation 

steps are included.  

However, recreation planning should be viewed as flexible; and the timing of new projects will, in 

part, be influenced by available funding resources, permitting requirements, and cooperation of 

private organizations and residents. Moreover, public opinions and ideas may change or be 

refined over time; and this plan may be amended from time to time to reflect shifts in perception 

and needs. Priorities should be reviewed annually and adjusted as necessary. 

ACCESSIBILITY  

The Americans with Disabilities Act and other laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of physical 

ability in connection with Township recreational facilities. Developed park facilities must comply 

with barrier-free design standards. This document provides a general assessment of accessibility 

for public facilities. As park development is considered in the future, barrier-free accessibility is a 

significant priority item to help ensure that recreation can be enjoyed by all residents and visitors 

of Lincoln Charter Township. Improvements can include proper surfaces for wheelchairs, 

accessible picnic tables and restrooms, and play equipment that is easy to access and use. The 

principles of universal design are supported by this Recreation Plan. 

STAFFING 

While a full-time staff dedicated to parks and recreation was not identified as a high priority at this 

time, the desire to continually organize the planning, development, and operation efforts was 

clearly stated. To that end, a Township Parks Advisory Committee could be created to play an 

important role in the implementation of the various Action Program items. In addition, the 

Township will continue to foster productive relationships with volunteer groups and recreation 

entities to ensure that parks are well-used and maintained for all residents.  

NEW VS. EXISTING PARKS & FACILITIES  

The recreation planning process did not reveal a need for additional parkland but focused on 

expanding the opportunities offered to residents through existing or additional amenities. The 

Action Program developed identifies several planning and capital improvement projects to meet 

the stated goals and objectives. 

PARK MAINTENANCE AND STEWARDSHIP  

The Parks Advisory Committee should continue to improve park stewardship to assure existing 

and future facilities receive proper care. Coordination with outside agencies and organizations 

such as athletic organizations and neighborhood associations will be beneficial in accomplishing 

this objective. In the future, when new facilities are introduced, the Committee must consider 
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strategies for maintenance. Possible solutions may include involvement from volunteer entities 

that use the facilities via an organized stewardship program. 

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES / RESOURCE PARTNERS  

A variety of resource partners and potential funding sources may exist to assist in implementing 

the strategic implementation summary provided on the following pages. A non-exhaustive 

summary of these resources is provided below. 

 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) - The MNRTF can provide 

assistance for the Township’s outdoor recreation projects, including land acquisition and 

physical development of park facilities. This assistance is intended to bolster existing 

facilities, protect critical natural resources and establish new parkland. Development 

project grants may range between $15,000 and $300,000; there is no limit to acquisition 

requests. The minimum required local match is 25%.  

 Land and Water Conservation Fund - The LWCF is similar to the Trust Fund grant 

described above, in that it is meant to help fund land acquisition and park development. 

The minimum grant request amount is $30,000 and the maximum grant request amount 

is $75,000. The minimum required local match is 50%. Natural feature preservation has 

historically been the primary award criteria; and as such, this opportunity should especially 

be taken into account when planning for new passive recreation facilities. In addition, the 

LWCF places emphasis on trails, “green” technology in outdoor recreation, universal 

design, and coordination among recreation providers. 

 Passport Grant – The objective of the Recreation Passport Grant program is to provide 

funding to local units for the development of public recreation facilities. This includes the 

development of new facilities and the renovation of old facilities. Criteria emphasize 

renovations to existing facilities that have outlived their useful life expectancy. Major 

scoring criteria include the need for the project, site quality, quality of overall park design, 

and applicant history. The development project minimum/maximum grant amount is 

$7,500 to $150,000. At least 25% of the cost of the project is required as a local match 

from applicants. 

 Spark Grants – Spark Grants are administered by the DNR and are intended to help local 

communities that want to create, renovate or redevelop public opportunities for residents 

and visitors – especially those whose economic opportunities and health were hardest hit 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. Individual grant amounts range from a minimum of $100,000 

to a maximum of $1 million, and will be distributed in three rounds in January, spring 2023, 

and summer 2023. 

 Non-Motorized Entities – Trails and walkways encourage health and wellness, enhance 

quality of life, and promote a sense of community. Trails also can improve non-motorized 

system safety. Aside from the programs described above, several other entities can assist 

with trail funding, planning, information, or construction. These include the Michigan Trails 

and Greenways Alliance, the Safe Routes to School Program, and the Bikes Belong 

Coalition. In addition, the Michigan Department of Transportation may provide funding for 

numerous types of projects that encourage safe, accessible, and efficient forms of multi-

modal transport, including non-motorized facilities and other improvements related to 

transportation.  
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 Tree Planting and Maintenance – A variety of entities can assist the Township with tree 

planting and maintenance. Trees provide many aesthetic, economic, and environmental 

benefits to society; and should be planted within parks wherever possible for landscape 

enhancement. Programs or entities to consider for assistance include the Community 

Forestry Grant and the Arbor Day Foundation Mini-Grant. 

 Donations & Foundations – Residents, property owners, businesses, and organizations 

will frequently contribute to causes that improve local quality of life. While these 

contributions are often pecuniary, they may also include land donations, volunteer 

services, or the gift of equipment or other facilities. Other foundation-type entities may also 

be explored, as foundations are non-profit organizations that are expressly established to 

receive donations and use them in accordance with a plan. While endowments should not 

be relied on in totality, they can contribute significantly to recreational offerings in the 

Township. 

 Township Funds – The general fund, a special millage, the parks budget, bonds, and the 

parks capital improvement account are possibilities to help fund new and improved 

facilities in the Township. The parks budget and the parks capital improvement account 

have been successful in renovating and improving facilities and will continue to be critical 

to recreation services in the community. Additionally, a special millage can help the 

Township to provide matching funds for grant applications. However, a park millage is not 

proposed; and is merely discussed here as an option. Bonds are another possibility, but 

these are not as flexible and usually require the constructed public project to generate 

revenues. 

IMPLEMENTATION SUMMARY  

The Action Plan is provided on the following page. It is created to identify specific improvements 

and programs that will implement the goals and objectives of this Plan. Some are ongoing efforts 

that will involve time, commitment, planning, and coordination; while many physical improvements 

that will require investment. It is recommended that the plan be reviewed annually; and as part of 

that review, estimated costs should also be evaluated and updated as necessary. It should be 

noted that the Action Plan below is intended to be flexible. Priorities and projects will likely shift 

due to economic conditions, changing circumstances, available financial resources, 

environmental challenges, and other factors. In addition, there may be projects that the Township 

undertakes that are not listed below, and the Action Plan should not be construed as excluding 

any project not specifically listed. Instead, projects that fulfill the Goals and Objectives of this 

Recreation Plan should be considered and acted upon when they are in the best interest of the 

Township and its citizens.  
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ACTION PLAN 

PARK  ACTION 
POTENTIAL 

TIMEFRAME 

Community Center Park 

Construct additional parking 2023 

Construct 2-6 additional pickleball 

courts 
2023 

Construct toddler park 2024 

Add a second basketball court 2025 

Construct volleyball court 2023 

Lakeshore Youth Soccer 
Complex Add two more lacrosse fields 2023 

Chicago St Beach Improve parking lot 2024 

Lincoln Twp Beach 

Upgrade bathrooms 2025 

Upgrade boardwalk 2025 

Install new playset 2026 

Upgrade access / parking 2025 

Open Space Park and 
Rudnick Park 

Improve access (parking, lighting, 

signage, etc) 
Ongoing 

All Parks 

Continue to build out trail and 

sidewalk network and connect parks 

to one another 

Ongoing 

Unified wayfinding signage for all 

LCT park facilities 
2026 
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67.57% 298

32.20% 142

0.23% 1

Q1 Do you live in Lincoln Charter Township?
Answered: 441 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 441

# IF YOU DO NOT LIVE IN LINCOLN CHARTER TOWNSHIP PLEASE INDICATE WHERE
YOU LIVE.

DATE

1 St Joseph Township 11/25/2022 8:21 AM

2 Moved to Baroda Township 11/24/2022 10:24 AM

3 Oronoko Township 11/24/2022 6:47 AM

4 St Joseph township 11/23/2022 9:29 PM

5 Benton Harbor 11/22/2022 8:37 AM

6 Baroda township 11/22/2022 8:32 AM

7 Royalton township 11/21/2022 9:43 PM

8 Royalton 11/21/2022 9:24 PM

9 Bainbridge 11/21/2022 5:47 PM

10 Chikaming township 11/21/2022 4:16 PM

11 Watervliet Township 11/21/2022 3:41 PM

12 Baroda Twp 11/21/2022 3:35 PM

13 Berrien 11/21/2022 3:02 PM

14 Benton Harbor 11/21/2022 1:03 PM

15 Royalton 11/21/2022 12:13 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

No

Not sure

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No

Not sure
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16 Saint Joseph charter township 11/21/2022 12:00 PM

17 Shoreham 11/21/2022 11:27 AM

18 Saint Joseph Township 11/21/2022 11:06 AM

19 Oronoko 11/21/2022 10:58 AM

20 Royalton 11/21/2022 10:52 AM

21 Bainbridge 11/21/2022 10:29 AM

22 Oronoko 11/21/2022 10:26 AM

23 Oronoko Township 11/21/2022 10:17 AM

24 Lake township 11/21/2022 10:14 AM

25 Berrien Springs - Kids are School of Choice and Rec League Participants 11/20/2022 9:28 PM

26 Saint Joseph 11/20/2022 9:13 PM

27 Baroda Township 11/20/2022 8:52 PM

28 Royalton 11/20/2022 7:29 PM

29 Coloma 11/20/2022 6:48 PM

30 St. Joseph 11/20/2022 6:27 PM

31 Sawyer 11/19/2022 10:43 PM

32 Royalton 11/19/2022 12:33 PM

33 Coloma 11/19/2022 7:00 AM

34 St. Joseph 11/18/2022 3:41 PM

35 St Joseph 11/18/2022 3:38 PM

36 Benton Township 11/18/2022 3:05 PM

37 St Joseph 11/18/2022 1:42 PM

38 1454 Desmond street 11/18/2022 1:17 PM

39 Watervliet 11/18/2022 12:43 PM

40 Niles, MI 11/18/2022 9:50 AM

41 Union Pier 11/18/2022 9:08 AM

42 Benton Harbor MI 11/18/2022 8:59 AM

43 Sawyer, Chikaming Township 11/18/2022 8:24 AM

44 Saint Joseph 11/18/2022 8:10 AM

45 Benton harbor 11/18/2022 7:48 AM

46 Hagar 11/18/2022 7:47 AM

47 Royalton 11/18/2022 12:09 AM

48 Baroda 11/17/2022 8:56 PM

49 Coloma 11/17/2022 5:17 PM

50 St joe 11/17/2022 5:14 PM

51 St joseph charter township 11/17/2022 4:50 PM

52 At. Joseph Township 11/17/2022 4:50 PM

53 Shoreham 11/17/2022 4:49 PM
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54 St Joseph 11/17/2022 4:48 PM

55 Benton Harbor 11/17/2022 3:41 PM

56 Buchanan but visit often as we attend Lakeshore Schools 11/17/2022 11:32 AM

57 Buchanan township 11/17/2022 8:21 AM

58 At Joseph, MI 11/16/2022 11:22 PM

59 Three Oaks 11/16/2022 11:05 PM

60 St. Joseph Charter Township 11/16/2022 10:39 PM

61 Baroda Twp 11/16/2022 6:44 PM

62 Galien 11/16/2022 6:41 PM

63 Hagar Township 11/16/2022 4:33 PM

64 Benton charter township 11/16/2022 3:51 PM

65 Berrien springs/ baroda 11/16/2022 3:22 PM

66 St Joe Twp 11/16/2022 3:17 PM

67 Royalton 11/16/2022 3:00 PM

68 South 11/16/2022 2:47 PM

69 Bridgman 11/16/2022 2:23 PM

70 Lake township- stevensville address 11/16/2022 1:58 PM

71 Royalton 11/16/2022 1:51 PM

72 Baroda (lake township) 11/16/2022 1:38 PM

73 St Joseph 11/16/2022 1:04 PM

74 Benton Township 11/16/2022 1:02 PM

75 Bridgman 11/16/2022 12:56 PM

76 Baroda 11/16/2022 12:49 PM

77 Scottsdale 11/16/2022 12:48 PM

78 Baroda 11/16/2022 12:45 PM

79 Baroda 11/16/2022 12:44 PM

80 Baroda 11/16/2022 12:34 PM

81 St. Joseph 11/16/2022 12:33 PM

82 Royalton township 11/16/2022 12:24 PM

83 Saint Joseph 11/16/2022 12:20 PM

84 Stevensville 11/16/2022 12:19 PM

85 St Joseph 11/16/2022 12:15 PM

86 Lake Charter Township 11/16/2022 12:11 PM

87 Evansville, IN 11/16/2022 12:09 PM

88 Coloma 11/16/2022 12:02 PM

89 Saint Joseph Township 11/16/2022 11:55 AM

90 Baroda 11/16/2022 11:54 AM

91 Sodus 11/16/2022 11:51 AM
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92 Briarwood Drive 11/16/2022 11:40 AM

93 Baroda Village 11/16/2022 11:38 AM

94 Royalton Twp 11/16/2022 11:37 AM

95 Berrien Springs 11/16/2022 11:33 AM

96 St. Joseph Twp but lakeahore school district 11/16/2022 11:28 AM

97 Baroda 11/16/2022 11:26 AM

98 Royalton township 11/16/2022 10:55 AM

99 Phoenix, AZ 11/16/2022 10:31 AM

100 Royalton township 11/16/2022 10:20 AM

101 Hagar township 11/16/2022 10:08 AM

102 St Joseph, MI 11/16/2022 9:36 AM

103 Niles township 11/16/2022 9:08 AM

104 Saint Joseph mi 11/16/2022 9:02 AM

105 Royalton Township 11/16/2022 8:51 AM

106 Mokena 11/16/2022 8:44 AM

107 Oregon 11/16/2022 8:25 AM

108 Saint Joseph 11/16/2022 8:19 AM

109 St Joseph 11/16/2022 8:14 AM

110 Berrien Center 11/16/2022 7:06 AM

111 Stevensville village 11/11/2022 9:41 AM

112 Village of Stevensville 11/9/2022 2:46 PM

113 Baroda Township 11/9/2022 2:39 PM
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0.00% 0

0.23% 1

11.29% 50

44.70% 198

17.61% 78

11.96% 53

11.74% 52

2.48% 11

Q2 What is your age?
Answered: 443 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 443

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Under 18

18 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 to 74

75 or older

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Under 18

18 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44

45 to 54

55 to 64

65 to 74

75 or older
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17.83% 79

2.03% 9

27.09% 120

51.02% 226

2.03% 9

Q3 Who in your household is the most active user of parks? 
Answered: 443 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 443

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Myself

Another adult
in the...

Children

Our whole
family

No one in my
household us...

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Myself

Another adult in the household

Children

Our whole family

No one in my household uses parks
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Q4 How important are parks, trails, and open space to you and/or your
household's quality of life?

Answered: 386 Skipped: 57

82.12%
317

16.58%
64

0.78%
3

0.52%
2

 
386

 
2.80

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Very import… Somewhat i… Not import… No opinion

(no label)

 VERY
IMPORTANT

SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT

NOT
IMPORTANT

NO
OPINION

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)
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Q5 Which of the following benefits of parks and recreation are most
important to you? (Please select your TOP THREE)

Answered: 389 Skipped: 54

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Provide
opportunitie...

Provide
athletic spa...

Improve health
and wellness

Protect the
natural...

Connect
people, buil...

Provide
outdoor wint...

Help seniors
and...

Connect to or
use a trail...

Enhance
community im...

Improve
property values

Other (please
specify)
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72.24% 281

73.78% 287

52.96% 206

23.91% 93

28.53% 111

15.17% 59

15.42% 60

26.48% 103

15.94% 62

9.77% 38

4.37% 17

Total Respondents: 389  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 More pickleball courts 11/23/2022 9:32 PM

2 Please make mnt. bike trails. 11/22/2022 9:32 PM

3 Pickleball! 11/19/2022 10:45 PM

4 More pickleball courts 11/18/2022 9:10 AM

5 For kids 11/18/2022 7:53 AM

6 Play pickleball 11/17/2022 8:59 PM

7 Play pickleball 11/17/2022 8:56 PM

8 Pickleball 11/17/2022 5:18 PM

9 Tennis & Pickleball 11/17/2022 4:53 PM

10 Restore Lincoln Township Beach Access off Norte Dame Rd. A bicycle trail along the western
boundary of Lincoln Township.

11/16/2022 4:19 PM

11 Please add more pickleball courts😍 11/16/2022 2:49 PM

12 The citizens of our towns should have PRIVATE CITIZENS ONLY ACCESS to beaches. What
good is having these parks only to have them overrun by tourists and residents unable to use
the park?

11/16/2022 10:41 AM

13 MORE PICKLE BALL COURTS PLEASE 11/16/2022 7:34 AM

14 Provide non-motorized means of travel across the area apart from existing roads 11/11/2022 9:56 AM

15 Kids playing together at splash pad 11/10/2022 6:10 AM

16 Beach access 11/9/2022 9:33 PM

17 Allow children to play 11/9/2022 8:43 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Provide opportunities to enjoy nature/outdoors

Provide athletic space and opportunities 

Improve health and wellness

Protect the natural environmental and wildlife

Connect people, build stronger families

Provide outdoor winter activities (snowmobiling, cross country skiing, etc.)

Help seniors and physically-challenged people remain active

Connect to or use a trail network

Enhance community image and sense of place

Improve property values

Other (please specify)
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Q6 How important are the following in improving the park and recreation
facilities in Lincoln Charter Township?

Answered: 388 Skipped: 55

Developing new
parks and...

Maintaining
existing park

Acquiring land
for future...

Increasing
accessibilit...

Developing a
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54.66%
211

38.08%
147

6.48%
25

0.78%
3

 
386

 
2.47

87.08%
337

11.11%
43

0.78%
3

1.03%
4

 
387

 
2.84

37.50%
144

43.49%
167

14.06%
54

4.95%
19

 
384

 
2.14

56.33%
218

33.85%
131

6.20%
24

3.62%
14

 
387

 
2.43

50.78%
196

37.05%
143

10.10%
39

2.07%
8

 
386

 
2.37

52.71%
204

40.05%
155

5.17%
20

2.07%
8

 
387

 
2.43

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Please unlock our beach. 11/22/2022 9:32 PM

2 Adding more pickleball courts 11/17/2022 8:56 PM

3 Space for summer AND winter NON-team activities... spaces that aren't always LOCKED so
we can actually use them with our kids... outdoor exercise equipment needed for ADULTS that
has a little bit of privacy (not right along a road)... wooded trails needed... dog-friendly spaces
needed...

11/17/2022 3:20 PM

4 I would love to see more bicycle trails in our area, especially ones that connect to other trails
in the area. The roads are dangerous to ride a bike on.

11/17/2022 2:34 PM

5 Bike trail system please 11/16/2022 9:32 PM

6 I would love to see the township stop using weed killer and chemicals to kill bugs on lawns. 11/16/2022 6:34 PM

7 Walking trails and bicycle trails make be distinct insome cases. 11/16/2022 4:19 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Very Import… Somewhat I… Not Import… No Opinion

p g
trail system

Preserving
natural areas

 VERY
IMPORTANT

SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT

NOT
IMPORTANT

NO
OPINION

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

Developing new parks and
facilities

Maintaining existing park

Acquiring land for future parks

Increasing accessibility for all
abilities

Developing a trail system

Preserving natural areas
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8 Pickleball courts 11/16/2022 12:37 PM

9 More pickleball courts 11/16/2022 11:57 AM

10 Private citizens only access to all parks!! 11/16/2022 10:41 AM

11 Pickleball courts 11/16/2022 7:33 AM

12 Bring back the beach 11/9/2022 9:33 PM
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79.95% 311

17.22% 67

2.06% 8

0.77% 3

Q7 Would you or anyone in your household benefit from the addition of
parks, trails, and/or recreation facilities in Lincoln Charter Township?

Answered: 389 Skipped: 54

TOTAL 389

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes

Maybe

No

No opinion

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

Maybe

No

No opinion
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Q8 How often do you use the following Lincoln Charter Township parks?
Answered: 389 Skipped: 54

Community
Center

Lakeshore
Youth Baseba...

North Lake Park

Lakeshore
Rocket Football
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Lakeshore
Youth Soccer...

Rudnick Park

Township Beach
and Nature...

Glenlord Beach
Park
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25.65%
98

19.90%
76

19.37%
74

14.14%
54

20.94%
80

 
382

24.21%
92

12.37%
47

13.42%
51

11.32%
43

38.68%
147

 
380

5.22%
20

14.62%
56

35.51%
136

19.84%
76

24.80%
95

 
383

16.93%
64

8.99%
34

12.70%
48

12.17%
46

49.21%
186

 
378

23.02%
87

12.17%
46

13.76%
52

13.76%
52

37.30%
141

 
378

1.06%
4

4.23%
16

15.34%
58

21.96%
83

57.41%
217

 
378

9.92%
38

18.02%
69

36.03%
138

18.28%
70

17.75%
68

 
383

6.27%
24

12.79%
49

34.46%
132

24.28%
93

22.19%
85

 
383

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Frequently … Often (2-3 t… Sometimes… Rarely (less…

Never

 FREQUENTLY
(ONCE A WEEK OR
MORE)

OFTEN (2-3
TIMES A
MONTH)

SOMETIMES (A
FEW TIMES EACH
YEAR)

RARELY (LESS
THAN ONCE A
YEAR)

NEVER TOTAL

Community Center

Lakeshore Youth
Baseball and Softball
Park

North Lake Park

Lakeshore Rocket
Football

Lakeshore Youth
Soccer Park

Rudnick Park

Township Beach and
Nature Trail

Glenlord Beach Park
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12.20% 20

15.85% 26

7.32% 12

10.98% 18

24.39% 40

2.44% 4

26.83% 44

31.71% 52

28.66% 47

Q9 If you do not currently use Lincoln Charter Township parks, what is the
reason? (Please select all that apply)

Answered: 164 Skipped: 279

Total Respondents: 164  

# OTHER DATE

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Not interested
/ no time

Lack of
facilities...

Poorly
maintained

Too far away,
not...

I use parks in
other...

I can't access
it because I...

I don’t know
where it is

I don’t know
what’s...

Other

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Not interested / no time

Lack of facilities              

Poorly maintained

Too far away, not conveniently located

I use parks in other townships/cities

I can't access it because I can't get there

I don’t know where it is

I don’t know what’s available

Other
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1 Life is too busy sometimes, but I walk 5 miles at least 3 times a week and would use park
trails to do this

11/26/2022 7:50 AM

2 may we please have some biking trails. 11/25/2022 11:09 PM

3 our beach has been locked for years now. 11/22/2022 9:32 PM

4 Frequently use 11/22/2022 6:57 AM

5 na 11/21/2022 10:51 AM

6 I do use them 11/20/2022 9:47 PM

7 N/A 11/20/2022 9:30 PM

8 Pickleball courts always full b 11/20/2022 9:16 PM

9 I do use them 11/20/2022 8:55 PM

10 J 11/19/2022 5:24 PM

11 We use pickleball courts daily 11/18/2022 3:43 PM

12 The pickleball courts are too often full 11/18/2022 8:14 AM

13 Subdivision park and closer to where I live 11/18/2022 7:53 AM

14 I don’t play soccer or baseball 11/18/2022 7:28 AM

15 I am primarily playing pickleball. 11/17/2022 5:27 PM

16 I use them 11/17/2022 4:51 PM

17 Everything is always LOCKED... kids often can't even get in to work on a sport unless with an
entire team... baseball field(s) feel like a boys-club sports group runs out of the shed, and you
are either in the clique, or not... not enough private, wooded trails not along main roadways...
not enough pet friendly spaces... not enough spaces for winter activities... local indoor rink feel
uninviting, outdoor rink often has odd hours or too cold... no snowshoeing or downhill ski, or
sledding spaces for kids...

11/17/2022 3:20 PM

18 I never knew that Glenlord beach park existed 11/17/2022 2:34 PM

19 Did not know about the beach parks 11/17/2022 11:20 AM

20 No park has a bike trail and a playground. 11/16/2022 9:32 PM

21 Never knew about Rudnick park. 11/16/2022 6:34 PM

22 I do use the parks 11/16/2022 5:10 PM

23 Lincoln Township Beach has been closed since the erosion after the lake level rose.Restore
beach access. Good for tourist.

11/16/2022 4:19 PM

24 We use them 11/16/2022 2:00 PM

25 We mainly use the park and splash pad by the library because our kids are small and it’s the
closest to our home.

11/16/2022 1:34 PM

26 Trails don't connect to them, lack of sidewalks 11/16/2022 1:12 PM

27 Better parks than Rudnick available and Township beach is poorly maintained/inaccessible. 11/16/2022 12:43 PM

28 None 11/16/2022 12:37 PM

29 Kids are super young, schedules 11/16/2022 12:26 PM

30 Safety concerns for Beach/ Trail areas as my husband doesn't usually join our outings. 11/16/2022 12:18 PM

31 Moved away 11/16/2022 12:10 PM

32 Lincoln Township Beach - concern of safety from trail to beach and safety of cars parked 11/16/2022 11:52 AM

33 In the summer residents have zero access to these parks that we are paying for. 11/16/2022 10:41 AM
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34 Minimal pickleball facilities 11/16/2022 9:39 AM

35 Use it frequently 11/16/2022 8:54 AM

36 You closed the parking lot to the beach! We could park on the road. Woudl be nice to be able
to drive and look at the lake again. Too far to walk.

11/12/2022 8:07 AM

37 Lack of features desired 11/11/2022 9:56 AM

38 Interested but little time. 11/10/2022 10:28 AM

39 Lately safety is a concern at the Lincoln township beach wooded trails 11/10/2022 9:53 AM

40 need more nature trails, especially ones that allow dogs 11/10/2022 8:55 AM

41 Would love safe walking/Biking trails 11/10/2022 6:28 AM

42 Kids have grown and not in youth sports 11/9/2022 10:29 PM

43 Kids have outgrown some facilities. Would love better fishing areas & lake access 11/9/2022 9:33 PM

44 Not all are pet friendly 11/9/2022 7:44 PM

45 Ability to bring dogs 11/9/2022 4:36 PM

46 Playgrounds 11/9/2022 2:46 PM

47 Not easily accessible 11/9/2022 2:43 PM
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Q10 Which groups do you feel are under-served by current recreation
services and amenities?  Please check all that apply.

Answered: 355 Skipped: 88

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Preschoolers
and toddlers...

Elementary
school aged...

Adolescents
(10-18)

Young adults
(19-30)

Adults

Seniors (62+)

People with
disabilities

People with a
low income

None; I feel
all groups a...

Other (please
specify)
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12.96% 46

8.45% 30

17.75% 63

15.21% 54

19.15% 68

25.07% 89

22.25% 79

3.38% 12

34.37% 122

4.51% 16

Total Respondents: 355  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 I don't know! 11/21/2022 11:32 AM

2 Pickleball playets 11/18/2022 3:46 PM

3 Idk 11/18/2022 9:56 AM

4 Don't go to enough of the parks to know. 11/17/2022 5:30 PM

5 Tennis & Pickleball players 11/17/2022 4:57 PM

6 Kids not entrenched in Lakeshore TEAM sport(s) 11/17/2022 3:25 PM

7 I would just like to see more STEM development. 11/17/2022 11:27 AM

8 Public transportation to store or medical care. 11/16/2022 4:35 PM

9 swimming in Lake Michigan. township beach has been closed 11/16/2022 4:09 PM

10 Need more trails that are safe and well maintained 11/16/2022 1:41 PM

11 Residents in the summer!! 11/16/2022 10:43 AM

12 Not sure 11/16/2022 9:06 AM

13 Pickleball Group. Pickleball is growing at a historical pace. Whatever space is provided is nice,
but grosly inadequate foe the amount of people that come to play

11/16/2022 8:58 AM

14 Bikers (bicycle) 11/12/2022 11:44 AM

15 People looking for ability move across the township as recreation 11/11/2022 2:21 PM

16 People with dogs 11/9/2022 3:37 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Preschoolers and toddlers (under 5)

Elementary school aged children (5-9)

Adolescents (10-18)

Young adults (19-30)

Adults 

Seniors (62+)

People with disabilities

People with a low income

None; I feel all groups are adequately served

Other (please specify)
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Q11 How adequately do you feel that the community is served by area
programming (camps, sports leagues, outdoor education)?

Answered: 368 Skipped: 75

16.03%
59

46.74%
172

31.52%
116

5.43%
20

0.27%
1

 
368

 
3.73

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Very adequ… Adequately Somewhat … Inadequately

Very inadeq…

(no label)

 VERY
ADEQUATELY

ADEQUATELY SOMEWHAT
ADEQUATELY

INADEQUATELY VERY
INADEQUATELY

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)
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Q12 How important is pedestrian connectivity (sidewalks, trails, pathways,
crossings, etc.) to you and/or your household?

Answered: 373 Skipped: 70

65.95%
246

28.15%
105

5.09%
19

0.80%
3

 
373

 
2.59

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Biking trails would be great 11/25/2022 11:13 PM

2 Pickleball courts need more courts 11/23/2022 9:34 PM

3 please create mnt. bike trails, we shouldn't have to go to Whirlpool 11/22/2022 9:35 PM

4 Sidewalks between major CHAIN stores are NOT ideal to add... they do not bring beauty, etc.
NATURE/pretty/tree-lined/off main roads spaces ARE very much needed

11/17/2022 3:25 PM

5 A traffic light at S Roosevelt Rd. and John Beers Rd. and a crosswalk and signal near the
Centennial Park entrance.

11/16/2022 4:35 PM

6 would love a bike trail that is kid friendly 11/16/2022 2:43 PM

7 Need sidewalks on Cleveland Road by sports complexes and high school!! 11/16/2022 12:02 PM

8 Good biking paths, linking neighborhoods and parks to each other 11/12/2022 11:35 AM

9 We need more sidewalks. Especially connecting Cleveland Marquette and Washington. It’s
dangerous not having a sidewalk.

11/12/2022 8:09 AM

10 Walking a stroller on a busy street because there’s no side walk is terrifying and keeps me
from going on daily walks like I want to.

11/9/2022 9:23 PM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Very import… Somewhat i… Not import… No opinion

(no label)

 VERY
IMPORTANT

SOMEWHAT
IMPORTANT

NOT
IMPORTANT

NO
OPINION

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

(no
label)
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Q13 If the Township were to build additional trails, how should the  different
types be prioritized?

Answered: 374 Skipped: 69

Non-paved,
natural surf...

Paved,
multi-use pa...

Trails that
connect to a...

Motorized
trails...

Water trails
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25.95%
96

48.38%
179

20.27%
75

5.41%
20

 
370

 
1.95

59.52%
222

30.29%
113

6.97%
26

3.22%
12

 
373

 
2.46

45.01%
167

37.74%
140

12.13%
45

5.12%
19

 
371

 
2.23

7.05%
26

11.65%
43

73.17%
270

8.13%
30

 
369

 
1.18

17.93%
66

42.12%
155

32.61%
120

7.34%
27

 
368

 
1.71

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Need more options for cold weather, more options for outdoor non team sport fitness, more pet
friendly options

11/17/2022 3:25 PM

2 No motorized trails. Disturbing and distracting noise and smells. 11/16/2022 12:25 PM

3 Pickle ball courts 11/16/2022 7:35 AM

4 Have stairs down to beach 11/10/2022 6:43 AM

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

High priority Medium pri… Low priority I don't know

(canoe/kayak)

 HIGH
PRIORITY

MEDIUM
PRIORITY

LOW
PRIORITY

I DON'T
KNOW

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

Non-paved, natural surface trails (gravel, dirt,
etc.)

Paved, multi-use paths for biking, walking,
rolling, strollers (asphalt)

Trails that connect to a regional trail system

Motorized trails (snowmobile, four wheeler, etc.)

Water trails (canoe/kayak)
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Q14 What parks and recreation amenities, facilities, and services are most
important to your household?  (Please select your TOP FIVE)

Answered: 376 Skipped: 67

Organized
athletic...

Dog park

Bike trails

Walking trails

Cross country
ski trails

Children's
play equipment

Mountain
biking...

Disc golf
course

Sports courts
(basketball,...

Baseball/softba
ll fields

Soccer fields

Outdoor water
recreation...

Boat launch

Canoe/kayak
facilities

Picnic
pavilions

Outdoor
education...

Trailhead with
restroom...

Snowmobile
trails
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Skateboard park

Community
garden

Ice skating
rink

Trail/park
maps and...

I'm not
interested i...

Other (please
specify)
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37.50% 141

18.35% 69

42.02% 158

68.62% 258

10.90% 41

36.97% 139

14.36% 54

10.37% 39

46.81% 176

22.87% 86

22.07% 83

28.99% 109

10.37% 39

30.05% 113

19.95% 75

13.30% 50

32.18% 121

3.99% 15

3.46% 13

9.84% 37

15.43% 58

22.87% 86

0.53% 2

6.65% 25

Total Respondents: 376  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 ORV trails 11/21/2022 3:37 PM

2 Hunting opportunities 11/21/2022 12:02 PM

3 Habitat restoration 11/21/2022 11:13 AM

4 Pickleball 11/19/2022 11:56 PM

5 equine trails 11/18/2022 6:11 PM

6 Build some pickleball courts please 11/18/2022 9:04 AM

7 Pickleball 11/18/2022 8:40 AM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Organized athletic programs

Dog park

Bike trails

Walking trails

Cross country ski trails

Children's play equipment

Mountain biking courses/trails

Disc golf course

Sports courts (basketball, pickleball, tennis, etc.)

Baseball/softball fields

Soccer fields

Outdoor water recreation (splash pad, fountains)

Boat launch

Canoe/kayak facilities

Picnic pavilions

Outdoor education programs

Trailhead with restroom facilities

Snowmobile trails

Skateboard park

Community garden

Ice skating rink

Trail/park maps and directional signage

I'm not interested in any new recreation amenities, facilities, or services

Other (please specify)
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8 Pickleball 11/17/2022 5:26 PM

9 Pickleball courts 11/17/2022 4:54 PM

10 Sledding!!! Another COMMUNITY (not private/profit) hockey rink, closed-in; more
SAFE/supervised teen fitness training facilities; jet ski launches

11/17/2022 3:25 PM

11 Amateur astronomy night sky facility. 11/16/2022 4:35 PM

12 swimming beach on Lake Michigan 11/16/2022 4:09 PM

13 Pickleball 11/16/2022 2:52 PM

14 Outdoor public pool 11/16/2022 1:46 PM

15 Pickleball 11/16/2022 1:08 PM

16 Sidewalks 11/16/2022 12:39 PM

17 Pickleball, pickleball, pickleball!! 11/16/2022 12:25 PM

18 Beach access at Township & Glenlord!! 11/16/2022 12:02 PM

19 Pickleball 11/16/2022 8:58 AM

20 Pickleball 11/16/2022 8:47 AM

21 Pickleball 11/16/2022 7:14 AM

22 Pickleball 11/16/2022 7:12 AM

23 Pickleball 11/16/2022 7:09 AM

24 Beach 11/9/2022 9:37 PM

25 Beach access 11/9/2022 8:38 PM
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Q15 Please use the space below to provide additional comments regarding
parks and recreation in Lincoln Charter Township.

Answered: 129 Skipped: 314

# RESPONSES DATE

1 There are creepy people at that park off of Notre Dame. When it was open to cars, it was not
scary to go there. But now I can never walk back there because there are weird men hanging
out there.

11/25/2022 11:13 PM

2 Need more Pickleball courts. 11/25/2022 8:30 AM

3 Increase amount of pickleball courts 11/23/2022 9:34 PM

4 A longer more connected trail along hickory creek would be great. 11/23/2022 6:13 AM

5 I will help you with designing mnt. bike trails and w/ the skate park. 11/22/2022 9:35 PM

6 Lincoln township abd the greater St. Joe/Stevensville area needs more pickleball courts. 11/22/2022 1:14 PM

7 Please invest in improving the restrooms at the LYBSA ball fields and/or making additional
restrooms. The baseball/football field parks are very nice but the bathrooms are not. The
toilets leak. Please also consider making additional restrooms at the rocket football field area.
Both spaces bring in lots of fans to the parks, and their are not enough restrooms to
accommodate the fans. Pease also consider putting in turf at the baseball fields and a netting
system above the backstops at the baseball fields. The fly balls are very dangerous and many
fans get hit. The turf infields would also reduce the amount of upkeep and maintenance. Thank
you for offering this survey!

11/21/2022 9:44 PM

8 Need a few more pickelball courts 11/21/2022 3:47 PM

9 The volleyball courts at the park behind the library are poorly if at all, maintained. The times we
have tried to use them, they are unusable. Prickers galore and weeds. Was very disappointed.

11/21/2022 2:36 PM

10 More water outdoor stuff near the beach. 11/21/2022 12:54 PM

11 We’ve enjoyed the splash pad this summer, but more seating for families/parents is needed.
There is a low space that collects sitting rain water and toddlers are drawn to; which could be a
health hazard. Also seating around the playground would be nice in addition to splash pad. I
hadn’t heard of some of the parks, so maybe a map and list of amenities would be nice to
have available and/or on the website.

11/21/2022 12:48 PM

12 Better, bigger playground equipment at the community center would be great. So many people
like to use that park, but the current equipment is very limited and mostly caters to
preschoolers. Some larger, more sturdy equipment for elementary age students would be great.
How about paving the walking path, too? Kids could take scooters and bikes and have a fun
time going around the circle. The park at Wissing Lane is a wonderful example of a space that
caters to all different age groups. Also, LYBSA really needs more playground equipment!! It is
always crawling with kids during baseball season and can’t accommodate the number of kids
that want to play on it.

11/21/2022 12:26 PM

13 Thankful the splash pad finally opened; area needs better drainage. Thankful Rudnik got
improvements--nice to see people there! Would be nice for North Lake's "trails" to be
connected to those nearby so as to provide a longer nature walk.

11/21/2022 11:32 AM

14 Make the area more walkable. Nothing connects. High populated areas don't have sidewalks.
Even having them on one side of the road would be a huge improvement. Reduce the amount
of grass that has to be mowed and plant more native plants.

11/21/2022 11:13 AM

15 The Soccer complex needs paved parking lots 11/21/2022 10:25 AM

16 1) Please add sidewalks to Roosevelt Rd. 2) Please complete sidewalks on W. Marquette
woods between Roosevelt Rd and (at a minimum) Cleveland Rd. 3) Please pave the Rocky

11/21/2022 10:24 AM
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Weed parking lots.

17 It would be wonderful to have sidewalks along john beers to safely walk from library to down
town or homes

11/21/2022 10:24 AM

18 May want to look into Howard park in south bend they have done a beautiful job of a play area
slash family friendly area with walking/ biking/ ice skating/ coffee shop / food

11/21/2022 10:22 AM

19 More pickleball please. 11/20/2022 9:19 PM

20 LYBSA is a great park but could benefit from the following. Freshen up the existing bathrooms,
and get rid of the darn rocks around the playground and replace with the soft foam foundation.
Just my 2 cents.

11/20/2022 6:59 PM

21 We need more sidewalks in general in town. Would be great because roads like Washington
and Marquette woods are dangerous without them. Will allow more kids to walk to and from
school.

11/20/2022 6:41 PM

22 I’d like to see a girls rec volleyball program for middle/high school. Also some winter activities 11/20/2022 6:25 PM

23 Indoor Pickleball!! 11/19/2022 10:47 PM

24 Pickleball had been very fast growing and needs more court space. Lots of people waiting for
court time

11/19/2022 12:37 PM

25 Would like to see additional dedicated Pickle Ball courts @ Lincoln Township Park. 11/19/2022 4:49 AM

26 Would love to see indoor and outdoor pickleball courts that don't have to be shared with tennis. 11/18/2022 6:11 PM

27 Not enough pickleballcourts for locals anf summer household 11/18/2022 3:46 PM

28 Please, more pickleball courts. 11/18/2022 3:07 PM

29 Pickleball play is exploding in all age groups. There are long wait times to play everywhere.
Building new courts would be appreciated

11/18/2022 2:11 PM

30 Would like to see additional pickelball courts. Would like to see additional paved bike/ walking
trails.

11/18/2022 1:24 PM

31 Expanding the pickleball court footprint would be helpful as it is difficult to get time on those
courts now.

11/18/2022 12:18 PM

32 More pickleball courts please!!!! 11/18/2022 10:28 AM

33 The growth of pickleball requires more courts and an organization of the players 11/18/2022 9:56 AM

34 Need more PB courts and don't rent courts to private groups that charge to play...the courts
are public use facilities.

11/18/2022 9:14 AM

35 More outdoor and indoor pickleball courts and hours of play. We travel 1/2 to 1 hour to play 4-5
times a week outdoor. Indoor is much more difficult to find

11/18/2022 8:40 AM

36 There’s nothing as healthy for communities as open space; Nature; abilities to connect w/one
another in play. I love having your parks to do that. Please keep bathroom facilities open clean
& accessible for all.

11/18/2022 8:12 AM

37 Most important to me - Would love to see more Pickleball courts, trails that connect for bike
riding and walking

11/18/2022 7:33 AM

38 Need more pickleball courts 11/18/2022 12:18 AM

39 Pickleball is growing exponentially. We need to think about how we support the growth of this
very inclusive sport. If we develop the right facilities it could serve as a draw to our community
which could benefit our community businesses and improve the desirability of our housing and
other amenities. Please consider how we support this opportunity.

11/17/2022 9:01 PM

40 Access to pickleball courts is becoming extremely more difficult as the sport grows in
popularity

11/17/2022 6:34 PM

41 I think the park needs some more Pickleball courts and some shaded sitting areas around the
Pickleball courts. Our entire family enjoys Picklball.

11/17/2022 5:26 PM
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42 It would be nice to have the parking lot back at Lincoln Township Beach! The beach is no
longer eroded.

11/17/2022 5:22 PM

43 I like the two existing pickle ball courts, would like to additional courts added. 11/17/2022 5:08 PM

44 Really like the permanent pickleball courts and tennis but need more and good regular
maintenance.

11/17/2022 4:57 PM

45 Bike trails, please! Nature, Nature, Nature! 11/17/2022 2:36 PM

46 Additional pickle ball courts. Lights on outdoor courts Seating for spectators 11/17/2022 9:06 AM

47 It would be great to have more dedicated pickleball courts. 11/16/2022 10:44 PM

48 An ice skating rink would be a unique feature and draw me more often. 11/16/2022 9:35 PM

49 There are not enough Pickleball courts in the area. The numbers of players are constantly
increasing. Would be nice to be able to start leagues in the area also.

11/16/2022 7:34 PM

50 There are several parks I didn't know about. It would be great to connect the different areas
with pathways. We shouldn't have to walk on the road to get to places.

11/16/2022 6:43 PM

51 We love the community center especially with the new splash pad, but I really don't understand
the lack of benches for parents to sit while watching their kids. People are dragging the picnic
tables out of the pavilion and all over the place because of this unmet need. I really appreciate
the additional parking lot at the soccer fields, but something needs to be done about how
people park. Clearly no one is capable of finding the center of the lot -- we only ever get 3 rows
in there - and the parking in the grass is out of control. Can logs be dropped to mark the center
and line the edges? Or fence posts hammered in with snow fence -- literally ANYTHING would
be helpful right now.

11/16/2022 5:43 PM

52 Please build new pickleball courts 11/16/2022 4:36 PM

53 It would be great to see the path project on the northern end of Roosevelt Rd. across Hickory
Creek be completed.

11/16/2022 4:35 PM

54 please prioritize protection to animals and natural environments, education about it, teenagers
programs to educate them to respect it, keep and maintain it for the future generations!

11/16/2022 4:33 PM

55 I would like to see more mountain bike, nature or water trails in our area. Many people in our
area would enjoy that and visitors too. Thank you for the survey!

11/16/2022 3:27 PM

56 A non-motorized trail system through the athletic parks on Cleveland that connects the high
school to the soccer fields would be amazing. This would also make an important
walking/biking connection from Wynstone and the high school and middle school. A linear park
along hickory creek in coordination with the village of Stevensville and st joe charter township
could be used for recreation and transportation Lincoln township beach is such an amazing
asset, but not having accessibility for cars makes it only good for hiking. All of the athletic
fields have had major upgrades. The soccer fields could use attention and expansion to
complete the athletic complexes.

11/16/2022 3:05 PM

57 The fastest growing sport in America is pickleball and it's not just for older retirees anymore.
Please build more courts we will come! Thank you

11/16/2022 2:52 PM

58 Along with a park there should be a common structure (Not a shed) for people to meet and
greet before they enter the park.. so they can sit there if needed

11/16/2022 2:41 PM

59 Please add more sidewalks connecting where people live to the parks. The area is not walk-
able.

11/16/2022 1:54 PM

60 Would love to see an outdoor community pool for the summers! 11/16/2022 1:46 PM

61 Marquette Woods Rd needs sidewalks and all connected streets surrounding it. It is very hard
to walk or ride bikes on this busy road with our family because of the lack of road space and
heavy traffic.

11/16/2022 1:41 PM

62 Reduce the amount of grass and plant more native plants. This would increase learning
opportunity for kids AND it's best for our ecosystem.

11/16/2022 1:16 PM

63 Could use a couple more courts for Pickleball 11/16/2022 1:08 PM
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64 Im not sure where we could do it but a boat launch is a great idea. 11/16/2022 12:52 PM

65 Skateboard park would be a great addition to the Township Park. Sorry, couldn't pick just 5 for
number 14. Parks play a huge roll for our family and we greatly utilize them and appreciate
them!

11/16/2022 12:47 PM

66 Please build more pickleball counts. Thanks! 11/16/2022 12:43 PM

67 Sidewalks on Jericho are very important to connect the entire township together. The traffic
and speed on the road combined with the high pedestrian traffic is of great concern.

11/16/2022 12:39 PM

68 Open the beach up. Create parking along the road in. Or find new location. 11/16/2022 12:34 PM

69 Other programs and other opportunity would be nice especially for low income and schedules 11/16/2022 12:28 PM

70 Athletic venues are lovely and well maintained. But kids need raw, unstructured play to use
their imagination. Play equipment and Sidewalks to connect more neighborhoods than
Wyndstone. Splash pad was a great addition but very elementary (preschool aged). I'd like to
see play equipment for upper elementary students (bigger/taller,etc).

11/16/2022 12:25 PM

71 Very important for us is to make paved parking in the Rocky Weed Soccer Fields. I hope this
becomes a top priority to help reduce the use of the grass for parking and provide a much
needed update to the facility.

11/16/2022 12:23 PM

72 We can have few excercise (fixed) equipments at parks for youth and adults … like splash
pads … so that parent can use this facilities while kids play in play area or in splash pads ..
Something for youth should be thought of..

11/16/2022 12:18 PM

73 I love Lincoln Charter Township and consider it my hometown, though from OKLAHOMA. The
township has put on a clinic in how best to serve their constituents and is an example for
others. I miss it very very much. -Jefferson Clark-

11/16/2022 12:13 PM

74 Many thanks for what you already have. I appreciated the care and cleanliness of Lincoln
Township Park. Love the Pickleball courts!

11/16/2022 12:07 PM

75 I would like the issue of lack of sidewalks on Cleveland Rd. to connect school and athletic
complexes and Wyndstone neighborhood where many students live, to be brought to your
attention or to please forward the request to relevant parties.

11/16/2022 12:02 PM

76 Love Lincoln township park because of courts, trails, green space, bathrooms, play/splash
area…but bathrooms need to be open longer than they are seasonally though and more strict
about dogs in leashes. Other parks in township lacking compared to this area.

11/16/2022 12:00 PM

77 Expanded access to Lincoln township beach with improved parking and safety. 11/16/2022 11:55 AM

78 It would be great to have a longer distance, multi use, bike/walking/running trail locally.
Something similar to the trail in south haven from the state park to downtown.

11/16/2022 11:39 AM

79 My top priority would be to add more Pickleball courts at Lincoln Township Park. 11/16/2022 11:00 AM

80 Those of us who play pickleball would love some more courts. Also umbrellas for the tables
outside the courts

11/16/2022 10:58 AM

81 Township permanent residents should have some form of guaranteed access to these parks
even in the summer time. It is our tax money that is paying for them. LET US USE THEM!!!

11/16/2022 10:43 AM

82 We're seasonal residents, but anything to improve and add too the pickleball program would be
nice

11/16/2022 10:35 AM

83 Even though I don't use the parks systems very much, others do and the more that is offered,
the better.

11/16/2022 10:32 AM

84 We could really use more pickleball courts 11/16/2022 10:26 AM

85 Pickleball courts need to be expanded and desperately need shade. Update bathrooms 11/16/2022 10:16 AM

86 It would be great if there were more facilities for seniors…like pickleball. Families, singles,
couples, kids, seniors, etc are having a great time playing the sport and getting great exercise.
It gives seniors a sense of belonging to a community of like minded friends. Very important in
the aging process.

11/16/2022 9:45 AM

87 Pickleball is growing like never before in history of sports. More permanent courts are 11/16/2022 8:58 AM
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necessary.

88 More pickle ball courts 11/16/2022 8:56 AM

89 We need pickleball. It is the fastest growing sport in the country. 11/16/2022 8:47 AM

90 Pickle ball courts top priority. 11/16/2022 8:45 AM

91 Prioritize pickball courts 11/16/2022 8:30 AM

92 Please consider adding more outdoor pickleball courts (add PB lines to other existing tennis
courts) consider indoor PB facility as there are none dedicated to PB. This is an all ages sport.
But health mental, and physical of seniors is good for the community. Take a look at what
South Haven has done.

11/16/2022 8:27 AM

93 More pickleball courts please 11/16/2022 8:25 AM

94 Please add additional dedicated pickleball courts and organized pickleball activities like
leagues

11/16/2022 8:20 AM

95 Need more dedicated pickleball courts. 11/16/2022 8:03 AM

96 We're a big pickleball family. Would love more courts. And stuff to entertain the kids. 11/16/2022 7:40 AM

97 More Pickleball courts, please 11/16/2022 7:38 AM

98 Please more pickleball courts. 11/16/2022 7:36 AM

99 Please, more pickle ball courts. 11/16/2022 7:35 AM

100 I play pickleball at the Community Center 3-4 times a week in the summer. Normally there can
be 8-12 people waiting to use the pickle ball courts. This will only get worse as the sport is
growing rapidly. More dedicated pickleball courts are needed.

11/16/2022 7:14 AM

101 With the growth of pickleball, many times the two permanent have players waiting to play.
There is a large number of residents that have started to play in St Joe and Berrien Springs
due to those facilities having 10 plus courts available. Thank you for providing this survey.

11/16/2022 6:34 AM

102 I wish more neighborhoods had sidewalks. There are so many that are used as “cut throughs”
and people speed and don’t pay attention to pedestrians and children on bikes.

11/14/2022 8:45 AM

103 We still don’t have good infrastructure for walking and biking in our community. Bike paths and
sidewalks along John Beers and Demorrow for instance are inadequate or non-existent. I think
prioritizing this kind of development is more important than parks by priority.

11/12/2022 1:40 PM

104 Need more long biking trails linking to other areas. Connecting to sj would be ideal. 11/12/2022 11:35 AM

105 When considering retirement, my family is very attracted to Traverse City and love all the
paved multi-use paths. It would be more tempting to consider retiring here if I saw these
amenities here. I have always thought that a path along Hickory Creek from Stevensville to
South St Joseph would be the optimum service to allow non-motorized travel between these
communities. Seems there are stretches a different segments that are already trails or paths.
Wondering what it would take to string these all together and make this happen. This would
also provide the backbone for other local paths to reach more directly to locations within the
community (e.g. Community Park, etc).

11/11/2022 2:21 PM

106 I feel as though the rules and regulations at LT Beach are only enforced by thr police against
the locals. The guests at the Chalets can go down there anytime, build bonfires, drink, etc. and
nothing is done. I have been told to leave by police after 11p or no fires, yet the guests at the
Chalets have free run and the rules don't apply, when they have designated fire pits, their own
private beach on their property. No trash cans are put put AT LT Beach by the beach or
the.picnic area. There are also public beaches in Grand Mere down near Dunham which the
residents have claimed to belong to the residents which is wrong and non-county signs
indicating PRIVATE ROAD which when I checked with the county those are NOT private roads
as the county maintains them. The Township should not allow residents to declare a road
PRIVATE and non-official signs be put up by residents. If they want the road to be private,
then every resident on that road should be responsible for plowing, repairs and downed
trees.....not the county. That's the way it works in other areas where there are private
associations. There are signs that say COUNTY ROAD ENDS HERE and the associations are
responsible for all road care and upkeep. Can't have it both ways. It's not right.

11/11/2022 9:57 AM
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107 More beachfront access for township residents would be the MOST appreciated. We are not
taking advantage of our resources along the Lake Michigan shore.

11/10/2022 12:34 PM

108 Our Lincoln Township Beach Park needs to be restored. 11/10/2022 10:28 AM

109 Thank you for the beautiful trails and parks that we currently have available to us. I often walk
at LYBSA and appreciate the sidewalks very much.

11/10/2022 9:56 AM

110 would love to have more nature trails that allowed dogs. facilities/bathrooms would be nice. If
there are more parks advertising would also be nice.

11/10/2022 8:59 AM

111 Stairs down to beach. Creating a small beach area would be nice. Silver Beach is too
commercialized

11/10/2022 6:43 AM

112 Anything dog related is wanted and needed!! 11/10/2022 6:34 AM

113 A newsletter would be nice that includes a printed list of all parks and what is at each location. 11/9/2022 10:19 PM

114 We miss having a local, quiet, easy access beach. 11/9/2022 9:37 PM

115 I would love a safe place to walk with my stroller. Right now I’m either walking on the sides of
roads or on bumpy trails, it’s not ideal or safe.

11/9/2022 9:23 PM

116 Volunteered a local garden club to put in a pollinator garden at community park, but never
heard back after initial contact with township.

11/9/2022 9:04 PM

117 We need additional pickle ball courts. We play several times a week & there is always more
people than court availability.

11/9/2022 8:43 PM

118 We’ve really enjoyed all of the amenities in the community center and have used them so
much this year. Thank you!

11/9/2022 8:43 PM

119 Beach access 11/9/2022 8:38 PM

120 Our area lacks safe, paved bike trails. We we encourage development of a pave trail system
that s separated from the roads.

11/9/2022 8:19 PM

121 Area needs A large area dog park (3-5 acres), sidewalks and/or bike path connecting all main
roads (like Holland,mi has), revamp Lincoln park beach area and open it back up with more
parking

11/9/2022 7:51 PM

122 I am fairly new to this area. I don’t know where the parks are. 11/9/2022 7:24 PM

123 More sidewalks on main roads (like Washington and Roosevelt) would be great 11/9/2022 7:23 PM

124 I would like to see more walking trails and bike trails signs added to the walking path at Lincoln
Township park with mile markers. Also a continuous path there would be nice, without having
to go around school.

11/9/2022 6:27 PM

125 Any & all improvements would be so welcome!!! 11/9/2022 6:18 PM

126 I use parks for running/jogging in safe places, away from traffic. I also travel out of the
township regularly to go to bike trails that are safer and separated from car traffic. Ot would be
wonderful to have this closer to home!

11/9/2022 6:16 PM

127 North lake has been neglected for the past couple of years, the pavailon is amazing but the
water issue needs to be addressed as the level has been lowering and vegetation growth is out
of control

11/9/2022 4:47 PM

128 Walking paths connected to sidewalks would be a great improvement 11/9/2022 4:38 PM

129 Need speed limits enforced on road where people walk! 11/9/2022 3:37 PM




