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   Communicator   
2055 West John Beers Road 

P.O. Box 279 
Stevensville, MI 49127-0279 

Phone: 429-1589 
Fax: 429-0880 

www.lctberrien.org  
OFFICE HOURS  

9AM to 5PM  
Monday thru Friday 

You can obtain the minutes for 
meetings, public notices, building 

permit applications and other 
helpful materials on our website. 

HOLIDAY CLOSED DATES  
November 28……......Thanksgiving  
November 29…..…....Thanksgiving  
December 23...Designated Holiday 
December 24…...…..Christmas Eve 
December 25……….Christmas Day 
December 31……...Closed at Noon  
January 1…..……....New Year’s Day  

Halloween Trick or Treat  
Saturday, October 31st, 2020 

6:00 PM-7:30 PM  
Board of Trustees- Meet the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM in regular session. Special 
meetings are held as posted.  
 
Fall 2020 Cemetery Clean-up Dates- 
Remove all decorations: October 23, 2020 
Maintenance clean-up: October 26-30, 2020 
New floral decorations: November 2, 2020 
 
Cemetery Reminder- Just a friendly reminder that 
as items wither or fade at the cemetery please 
remove them from the headstone.  
 
Sewer Backups-Make us your first call if you have 
a sewer backup. We will check the main line, which 
may save you from having to call a plumber. If 
available, we can print you a copy of your sewer 
line & clean outs. After hours call 983-7141 and 
dial “1” for the operator. Please call at anytime if 
you notice the red light on at any of our lift sta-
tions.  
 
For the Veterans-The Berrien County Veteran’s 
Service Office is located in the County Administra-
tion Building at 701 Main Street, St. Joseph, MI 
Phone 269-983-7111 ext. 8224. Hours are 8:30 AM 
to 5:00 PM Monday thru Friday. It’s best to call 
first to make sure the Service Officer is in. Check 
out their website at: www.berriencounty.org/
veterans 
 
Street Light Outages- To report a street light out 
or not working properly, copy down the pole num-
ber, which is located on a metal tag on the pole, 
record the location address and call the Township 
Office at 429-1589  
 
Peddlers/Solicitors- You must have a permit to go 
door to door in our Township. Residents should 
ask to see a permit, if they do not have one, call 
our Township Hall or Police Department.  
 
Worn Flags:-Can be dropped off at the Township 
Hall. They will be destroyed in a dignified way by 
the American Legion or local Boy Scouts.  
 
2020 Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Dates-Go to http://www.berriencounty.org/564/
Berrien-County-Community-Recycling-Event 
for collection dates & other recycling info or call 
269-983-7111 Ext. 8234.  
 
Protect Our Water– Help protect Michigan’s waters 
and wildlife by reporting any type of water pollu-
tion to the Pollution Emergency Altering System 
(PEAS). PEAS HOTLINE 1-800-292-4706 (except for 
immediate and obvious threats to public safety 
call 911) Examples of pollutants to report that 
need to be cleaned up: Suspicious discharge from 
pipes, soil from construction sites entering water-
ways or drains, paint or oil poured down a drain, 
or leaky septic systems.  
Visit www.swpc.org/water.asp or the Township’s 
website for more info. 
  
Burn Permits– You can now go to the Township 
website, click on the pink tree and fill out the burn 
permit application. It will automatically be sent to 
Chief Chiarello.  
 
Drop Boxes– The Township now has 2 drop boxes. 
A drive up white drop box next to our flag pole 
and a brown drop box outside our front entrance. 
Any Township related materials can be put in  
either drop box, please no library books.  
 
Railroad Crossings– We have had many residents 
stop by or call us with concern about the Railroad 
Crossings in Lincoln Township. We have put in 
requests with CSX and we are encouraging our 
residents to call as well. The phone number is 1-
800-232-0144, you will also need to provide them 
with the crossing number which are listed below. 

 Marquette Woods Rd. Crossing - #234833W 

 Genlord Rd. Crossing - #234831H 

 Maiden Lane: - #234830B 

 

 

The Township will make available to Lincoln Charter Township residents, per address, 1 
trash pass for the fall. The dates have been moved two weeks to coincide more with the fall 
leaf dropping time and therefore the dates will be the last two Saturdays in October and the 

first two in November. The dates are: 

OCTOBER 24 & 31 AND NOVEMBER 7 & 14 

The PASSES CAN BE PICKED UP BEGINNING OCTOBER 12  
 Additional loads will be charged at the standard gate rate without a trash pass. Refuse   

 will be accepted from 8AM to Noon only. The pass can be picked up at Township Hall. 

 

Township Supervisor:  

Dick Stauffer - Ext. 104# 

Township Clerk: Stacy Loar-Porter– Ext. 108# 

Deputy Clerk: Kalla Langston- Ext. 102# 

Voter Registration: Julie Amicarelli - Ext. 100# 

To the voters of Lincoln Charter Township, 
We want to THANK you very much for your support of the  

Police and Fire millages at the recent Primary Election.  
Your funding shows that you highly value and recognize the importance of the work of 

our Police Officers and Firefighters who help make Lincoln Charter Township   
a safe and secure place to live, work, play and retire.  

Again, thank you so very much for your support. 
 

Road Projects Completed in 2020 
Our subdivision and local road maintenance program continued this year with the resealing of Morton Lane, 
Orchard Lane, Maple Lane, Advance Way, Perry Dr, Jacob Tr, Lara Lane, Oak Lane, Winding Lane, Drexel Place, 
and Deerwood Trail. In addition we will be sharing, with the Berrien County Road Department, the cost of 
applying a leveling course of asphalt and seal coating on Linco Rd. from Totzke Rd. to Stevensville-Baroda 
Rd. In addition, the Berrien County Road Department is planning to apply trap rock to 1.3 miles of Cleveland 
Ave. from Linco to the baseball field. The Road Department is also planning to resurface Marquette Woods 
Rd. from S. Roosevelt Rd. to Cleveland this fall. The driving surface will remain at the current 11’ but a 5’ 
paved shoulder will be added to each side which will make it much safer for non-motorized traffic. There is a 
culvert that carries water for the natural water course under the road just east of Cleveland Ave. This culvert 
will be removed and replaced with a longer 14’ by 8’ rectangular culvert and this work will require detouring 
Marquette to Glenlord for about two weeks.  
Roosevelt Rd. Non-Motorized Pedestrian Pathway  
It is with regret that we have to announce the indefinite postponement of the completion of the S. Roosevelt 
non-motorized trail project which would have extended our existing trail from Hidden Pines to Marquette 
Woods Rd. Bids for the project that were received by MDOT in July far exceeded the two awarded state grants 
and available local funds by $500,000 (and as such,) we cannot proceed at this time.  The primary reasons 
given for the higher bids were the increase in steel and timber material costs for the extensive bridge and 
boardwalk sections required to cross Hickory Creek.  
The Township will continue to seek the additional amount required from private foundations in order to 
supplement Township funds required to match future state and federal grant applications. The good news is 
that the project is essentially “shovel ready”, meaning that it is designed and permitted and ready to proceed 
as soon as funding is available, which makes it more attractive to both private and governmental grant pro-
grams.  Our goal will now be to secure sufficient funding to proceed with the project in 2022 or 2023. 

Fall Trash 

Pass 

Upcoming Elections: 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 General Election 
Monday, October 19, 2020 is the Last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the local 
clerk. This election is a General Election. The ballot will include, but will not be limited to; Presidential, 
Congressional, Legislative, State Boards, County Offices, Township Offices, Judicial, Community Col-
lege, Library and Local School District seats. It will also include two state proposals. 
To see a sample ballot please visit; www.lctberrien.org > departments>elections, then click on the  
sample ballot for your precinct. 
In-Person Voting 
In person voting will look a bit different this year. We will have election workers to help guide you 
through the process. There will be safety measures in place to ensure that both workers and voters 
health is protected during the election process. Please remember to be patient if there are lines on 
election day. 
Precinct Location Changes -We have a few location changes due to COVID, please make sure you 
review your precinct location. 
 

 

 

 

 

How to Vote by Mail 
With the passage of Proposal 18-3 all eligible and registered voters in Michigan may now request an 
absent voter ballot without providing a reason. To receive a ballot by mail, contact the Township Office 
or visit our website; www.lctberrien.org. You also can apply for an absentee ballot online at the State of 
Michigan SOS website. 
Applications can be returned by: 
Mail: PO Box 279, Stevensville, MI  49127. If mailing please allow 7– 10 days.  
Fax: 269-429-0880 
Email: info@lctberrien.org 
In person: 2055 W. John Beers Rd., Stevensville, MI 
Drop Box: We have 2 drop boxes at the Township Hall. One right outside our front entrance and a 
drive up drop box next to our flag pole. Applications and Ballots can be put in either drop box., they 
are checked hourly and under video surveillance.  
 
 

PRECINCT LOCATIONS 
Precinct 1 – Municipal Building, 2055 West John Beers Rd. 
Precinct 2 – Lakeshore Christian Church, 5565 Washington Ave. 
Precinct 3 – Stevensville American Legion, 3039 Johnson Rd. 
Precinct 4 – Fire Station, 2130 West John Beers Rd. 
Precinct 5 – The Chapel, 4250 Washington Ave, St. Joseph ********** 
Precinct 6 – Berrien County Baptist Church, 5940 St. Joseph Ave, Stevensville **** 

  

http://www.lctberrien.org
http://www.lctberrien.org
mailto:info@lctberrien.org
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Summer taxes are now late, however they are still to be paid at the Lin-
coln Charter Township Hall until February 28, 2020. Please call ahead 
before making your payment to find the correct payment amount now 
that interest must be added to the original payment. Remember, par-
tial payments are accepted throughout the year and they reduce the 
interest amount due. 
ALWAYS look on the back of your tax bill when you receive it for valu-
able information about accessing your property account, printing cop-
ies of your taxes, payment information and tax deadlines. 
SNOWBIRDS please contact our office if you will be leaving Lincoln 
Township prior to December 1st. We need your winter address. Tax 
bills DO NOT FORWARD. This will delay you receiving your winter tax-
es, especially if you like to have them paid by the end of the year. 
When coming into the office to pay your taxes, please be sure to bring 
your tax bill with you. It will make the payment process for you and 
other residents much faster and you will have a stamped receipt for 
your tax preparation in February. 

 

Julie Amicarelli Ext 100 Business License Questions and Schedule Rental 
Inspections   
Rod Wilder Mechanical Inspector registered with the State of MI. 
John Maier Plumbing Inspector registered with the State of MI. 
Ken Simpson Electrical Inspector ICC Certified and registered with the 
State of MI. 
Sgt. Ralph Bansen Ordinance enforcement. 
Officer Josh Quandt Ordinance enforcement. 
Officer Ryan Venno Ordinance enforcement. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION PLEASE READ  
The following is a list of Lincoln Charter Township Ordinances that 
seem to be a problem every year. These ordinances, if not followed 
could result in a fine. 
 Grass and weeds shall be maintained and cannot exceed six (6) inches 

in height. 
 Litter and Debris is not allowed and must be removed from your yard. 

 Parking on lawns or road right of ways are prohibited; all motor vehi-
cles in residential districts are to be parked in a driveway with an im-
proved surface. (Concrete/Asphalt) 

 Boats, motorhomes, camping trailers, box/flatbed trailers and unli-
censed or unregistered vehicles are not allowed to be parked in front 
yards, they are however allowed to be parked in one side yard or in a 
back yard and must be stored or parked on an improved surface, 
(concrete/asphalt). Trucks exceeding one and one half (1-1/2) tons, are 
not allowed to be parked or stored in residential districts. 

 Sale of vehicles is permitted but limited to twenty-one (21) days for 
two (2) such displays in a twelve (12) month period. The vehicle must 
be parked in a driveway and not displayed in the road right of way or 
in a yard. 

 Please, if you have any questions regarding Ordinances or Codes 
call the Department of Building Safety. James Pheifer at (269)429-
1589 ext. 105 or Judy Dunlap (269)429-1589 ext. 107. 

To download Permit Applications, the General Ordinance, the Zoning 
Ordinance and the Zoning Map. Go to lctberrien.org click on the Forms 
& Ordinances button and scroll down. 

 

 On behalf of the Lincoln Twp. Fire Department, we would like to thank 
our great community for supporting our millage requests! Because of 
your continued support, we will be able to update equipment and train 
our firefighters better than before! We pride ourselves in not only 
providing highly trained firefighters, but just as importantly providing 
our services with care and compassion. 
As we transition to fall, please take time to check the operation of your 
carbon monoxide and smoke detectors. Smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors do not last forever; they should be replaced every ten years. 
Our department still offers free smoke detector installations and bat-
tery replacement. Contact the fire department for more information and 
to schedule an appointment. This can also be an opportune time to 
practice your family home fire safety plan and ensure all family mem-
bers know the family fire safety plan. 
Please remember that only naturally occurring vegetation on your prop-
erty may be burned- no man made, or construction materials are al-
lowed to be burned. 
All fires must be attended at all times, and always be courteous to your 
neighbors. Burn Permits are now available online at www.lctberrien.org 
We offer “green reflective signs” as a fund-raising effort and this is a 
good way to readily identify your address to police, fire and ems per-
sonnel. Order forms are available at the twp. hall. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, feel free to stop by our station or give us a call. 
Thank you for your continued support, and check out our Facebook 
page for updates and other useful information throughout the year. 
Hope everyone has a happy and healthy fall. 

Why you ask is Lincoln Beach closed? Lincoln Beach suffered a huge 
beach frontage loss over the past year with high water tables and strong 
waves. Not only did it leave a 10 ft. drop off, it reduced the parking lot 
by half. We hope the levels go down enough that we can begin some res-
toration plans in 2021. We ask that you do not try to access the beach 
for your own safety. Signs have been posted that it remains closed at 
this time. You may see trucks accessing the area that will begin hauling 
revetment materials to a barge that will be in the water to save about six 
homes in that area. They have been granted access by the township and 
EGLE. They will be monitoring the area to keep visitors off the property 
and the path will be fully restored upon completion of the project. 
Hopefully, 2021 will be a better year for our parks. Many events were 
cancelled due to COVID-19 and left activities unavailable this spring and 
summer. We did notice more families enjoying the play equipment and 
walking paths trying to get some fresh air during the outbreak and 
break away from lockdown. Many reunions, parties and sporting events 
were cancelled or lightly attended due to the COVID but hopefully 2021 
will bring back the spray park, family gatherings, baseball, football, and 
soccer.  

BUSINESS OWNERS PLEASE READ 

Personal Property (PP) – Many small businesses were eligible for an 
exemption of Personal Property taxes for 2020 but did not file the ex-
emption. These affidavits are mailed in December along with the Per-
sonal Property statements. Business owners who qualified and filed the 
2019 or 2020 small business taxpayer exemption will NOT have to file 
the form again in 2021. It is very important that those business own-
ers who did NOT file the small business taxpayer exemption in 2019 
or 2020 and qualify for the exemption, file it in 2021 in order to be 
exempted from 2021 personal property taxes. 
Tax Day – December 31st is designated as Tax Day in the State of Michi-
gan. Your property’s assessment is based on how it stands on that day. 
For example your 2020 assessment and tax bills were calculated based 
on how your property appeared on December 31, 2019. Currently we 
are working on the 2021 assessments and will base those assessments 
on the condition of your property as of December 31, 2020. This fall 
the assessing department will be out reviewing residential properties 
and visiting properties that pulled permits throughout the year. These 
inspections are necessary in order to maintain accurate property data. 
The next meeting of the Board of Review will be on December 8, 2020 
for the correction of clerical errors or mutual mistakes of fact pertain-
ing to property assessments. This is also the time when a property 
owner may appeal to the board for a principal residence exemption 
(PRE), qualified agricultural exemption, veteran exemption or poverty 
exemption - if they meet the necessary requirements. Please check your 
winter tax bill before December 7th to make sure the information is 
correct.  
The Assessing Department has property record cards on file for every 
parcel in the township. You are always welcome and encouraged to 
come in and review your property record card(s). These records can al-
so be viewed online at the following websites: 
On-Line property Information available at - https://
is.bsasoftware.com/bsa.is/SelectUnit.aspx 

Treasurer: Terrie Smith- Ext. 112# 

Department of Building Safety 
 Building Official & Zoning Administrator 

James L. Pheifer Ext. 105# 
Administrative Assistant- Judy Dunlap Ext. 107# 

Assessing Department  

Assessor: John Baumann -Ext. 103# 

Lincoln Charter Township Fire Department  

Chief: Brandon Chiarello - 428-2385 Ext. 116# 

Lincoln Charter Township Police Department  

Chief of Police: Gary Soper http://ltpd.org 429-2444 

Lincoln Township Recreational Parks & Beaches  

Terrie Smith– Ext. 112# 

The Lincoln Charter Township Police department would like to thank our 
community for their continued support during the election this past Au-
gust. As always it has been our pleasure and honor to serve our communi-
ty. We would also like to announce our recent hiring of Officer Wesley 
Springer-Grounds to the Lincoln Township Police Department. Officer 
Springer-Grounds comes to us from the Buchanan area and has recently 
graduated from Olivet College. We would like to welcome Officer Springer-
Grounds to the area. Lastly, we would like to remind and encourage every-
one to make sure that your vehicles are locked and valuables are not left 
in your motor vehicle. We have had numerous vehicle burglaries over the 
past several weeks along with auto thefts. Please, call immediately if you 
see any suspicious type of activity. Once again the Lincoln Township Po-
lice Department would like to express our appreciation for all the support 
from the citizens of Lincoln Township and the Village of Stevensville.  


